
S I X
K l l o n - t r a d i t l o i i » l -

I n a d d i t i o nNot al l stor laa hava ahappy andlng, though.
Yo u s a s , w i t h B ybalng many things, I'm far froB parfact.

lagandary uork-athlc and all that Iworkad so hard to achleva,
Iralpasad. In all my aalf-lmposed

t o

I w a s s t i l l a d r u g a d d i c t .

In hindsight, Ididn't raal lyreg lmants o f goa l - *or lan ta t lon ,

look long anough at mysalf.

I w a n a f u n c t i o n i n g a d d i c t ,

that In all It takas ~throe strlkas and you ara out. E S S A Y SIn Cali fornia, for soBa of

u s ,

That Is exactly what happened to me, 1got ntruck-out.
aooupla hundred dollars worth of drugs, Ireceived alife

F o r

By California Three Strikes e n t e n c e .

I h a v e t o l i v e w i t h r a y

a n d t h a t I s w h a t I d o —

I t r u l y a r a a

NonethelasB, that Is my problem,

m i s t a k e s f o r t h e r e s t o f m y l i f e .

I l i v e . I r e f u s e t o d i e . I r e f u s e t o q u i t .

Drug War Prisonerspends each day writing, studying, exercising
I t l a m y d u t y a s a

t a s k m a s t e r w h o

— a n d p r a c t i c i n g l a w w i t h o u t a l i c e n s e ,

sold ier In the drug war to fight the good fight .

If you ara getting out next year. In ten years, or never
For soma o f us , change I s t hea t a l l , I t s h o u l d n ' t m a t t e r ,

break with apast that has served as the basis forn e c e s s a r y

Taka my story and go one step further,

kre you willing to raake that braak and refuse to be among
the walking dead? Don't show me ... show yourself.

I n n u m e r a b l e s o r r o w s .
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Z 3Saying good bye to yourself, as painful as that may be,
The joys of relnventlon are what

T h e s e a x e t h e s a e a d o o r s c l o s e d

Z - l a t h e s w e e t e s t o f f a r e w e l l s ,

open the doors to opportunity,

for those who have been unable to make that break on their own.

E u g e n e D e y P - 3 7 B 6 4
1 . 5 - 2 2 1
P . O . B o x 2 2 1 0
S u s a n v i l l e , C A 9 6 1 2 7

Fai lure is aseurad by abelow-evarage work-ethic. H e

continue to invest in corrupt and self-destructive behavior

that has not served us well. These are the hells through which
journeys into the heart of recldlvlstlc darkness.

I t s e e m e d a s i f
"THE CAT.IE09NIA PPISONCPAT AND NOTHING MOPE TO GIVE'

By Eugene Alexander Dey

w e p a s s o n o u r

A l l o f w h i c h c a m e t o m e i n a n e p i p h a n y.

Ilearned as nnich overnight, in soma god-awful prison cell.
I l o o k e d a r o u n d a t t h e m e a g e r r e s o u r c e sat my lowest moment ,

offered by the prison and took full advantage of them "all"
Governor Schwarzenegger campaigned on the platform of

c o n d u c t e d i n C a l i f o r n i a . D u e t o
c l e a n i n g u p h o w p o l i t i c s a r e

budget deficit of $14 billion, no state agency
to escape across-the-board cut-backs,

h a s a n u n h o l y a d v a n t a g e o v e r

I r e a l i z e din amanic amalgam of guilt-ridden overcompensation.

My fa i lu res eot lvated aw. Noth ing
w i l l b e a b l e

a t h a t I c o u l d d o a n y t h i n g .
H o w e v e r , c o r r e c t i o n s I learned walk ing on water is not Impossiblec o u l d s t o p m o .

if one has to get somewhere real bad —and Inaan no disrespect.al l other segments of state

That is one of the keys for those of os of al ike-mind.gove rnmen t .

T h e California Department of Corrections (CDC) is an
w i t h a < 5 . 3

admin is t ra t ion has offered

Investing in what la right and walking forever away from what
I f o n e w a n t s i t b a dT h a t i s w h a t m u s t b e d o n a .unmanageable conglomerate of 32 state prisons.

T h e S c h w a r z e n e g g e r

i s w r o n g ,

enough, than one can make it happen.

An Dpwardly Mobile Assimilation

For all my hard-work and determination, Itruly left prison
T h i s w a s 1 9 9 4 a n d I w a s t w e n t y - e i g h t y e a r s o l d .

Iwas co l lage educated and arecent ly publ ished wr i ter,

abody chiseled from haart-poundlng workouts.

b i l l i o n b u d g e t ,

number of cost-cutting ideas —from releasing Inmates early.a

revamping the parole system, and closing down prisons,
schools-of-thought on the issue o n a r o l l .

T h e r e a r e t w o o p p o s i n g

of drugs, crime, and public safety in California.
I h a d

I h a d a fi s t

On one side are the bipartisan proponents of the drug war

They are dogmatic in their support
f u l l o f d r e a m s , a f u l l - o n g a m e - p l a n , a n d n o t a l o t s l s a .

I d i d n ' t n e e d a n y t h i n g m i s s .

Idevslopsd in prison, along with my short-, msdium, and

long-term goals, and applied them to the world beyond the wall.

A s s o o n a s I g o t o u t , I p u t i n t o a c t i o n y e a r s o f p l a n n i n g .

I n a d d i t i o n t o m a k i n g h u g e s a c r i fi c e s t o s t a r t a c o n s t r u c t i o n

c o m p a n y , I s i m u l t a n e o u s l y w e n t t o c o l l e g a f u l l - t i m e a s w a l l .

T h i s w a s n ' t m e l e a v i n g p r i s o n i n t o t h e a r m s o f o p p o r t u n i t y .

T h i s w a s m y i m p l e m e n t i n g a s t e p - b y - s t e p p l a n f o r m u l a t e d y e a r s

B u t

a n d p r i s o n i n d u s t r i a l i s m ,

for a l l manners of unforgiv ing cr iminal just ice precepts, no
I t o o k m y t a s k m a s t e r w o r k - e t h i c

m a t t e r h o w i l l - c o n c e i v e d o r i n e f f e c t i v e .

These advocates of heavy-handed punishments are well-funded
and lead by the Cali fornia Correctional Peace Officers
Association (CCPOA). They are brilliant in their tactics by

investing in candidates on both sides of the political spectrum.
With their annual $20 million war cheat, they have no equal.

b e f o r e .



Ibegan to do things with sarlousnass and dataralnatlon.
Suddenly words Ilka parsavaranca, honor and Integrity began

I t r a n s f o n s a d a y s a l f I n t o a r u n n a r

O n t h e o t h e r s i d e o f t h e d e b a t e a r e t h e a n t i - d r u g w a r. 3
pro-human rights opponents of the American prison phenomenon

those of us locked-up, our loved ones, and avery small
O u r a l l i e s a r e g e n e r a l l y

t o m a a n s o m a t h l n g t o n a .
i . e ● r

a n d a w o r k o u t j u n k i e .
n u m b e r o f d e d i c a t e d p r i s o n e r - a d v o c a t e s .

Iwas starving for knowladge, becaea avoracious raadar
I w r o t e l e t t e r s , s t fl r l e s a n d

I e v e n b e g a n t o k e e p a

volunteer activists who operate on shoestring budgets.

On its face, the CCPOA is simply aunion looking out for
H o w e v e r , t h e i r s u c c e s s e s

and deve loped In to awr i t e r.

a r t i c l es to the po in t o f exhaus t i on .

Idid the things Iwould never do back In ey
t h e I n t e r e s t s o f t h e i r c o n s t i t u e n t s ,

h a v e c r e a t e d a p o w e r - v a c u u m .

Corrections is an industry lavishly rewarded for a

generat ion of miserable recidivism rates,
controversies. They have been allowed to expand and grow despite

j o u r n a l .

I t r u l y wen t t h rough ane tano rphos l s .n e i g h b o r h o o d .

Serving as unknowing role nodals were ey fellow convicts.
The vast majority of those who populate acorrectional facility

s c a n d a l s , a n d

are textbook examples of what not to be. few prison populations
I u s e d t h e i r f a i l u r e s .

The contemporary criminal justice Ideology of punishment

rehab i l i ta t ion re l ieves pr ison admin is t ra to rs f rom the

able to escape the clutches of the downward spiral,
those unfortunate Individuals who could not find the wherewithal

to break away free themselves —as ’constant ranlndera.
B e h a v i o r s y n e f a r i o u s

o v e r

burden of being required to manage in aresults-oriented
T h i s h a s a l l o w e d t h e p r i s o n s y s t e m t o c o n c e n t r a t e

I e m b r a c e d a r e v e r s e I d e o l o g y ,

const i tuents considered noraat lve, Ichose to label taboo and

Smoking cigarettes, doing drugs and getting tattoos
a t m o s p h e r e ,

i t s r e s o u r c e s o n t h e i r g u a r d s , a s o p p o s e d t o t h e I n m a t e s .s h u n n e d .

became the ritaa of passage into the population of hopelessness.

These are the gateways which retard one's abi l i ty to Indentify
P r i s o n * a a n u g l y w o r d .

P o i n t s t o c o n s i d e r :

- F r o m 1 9 B 4 t o 1 9 9 4 , t w e n t y - o n e s t a t e p r i s o n s w e r e b u i l t

a n d o n l y o n e s t a t e u n i v e r s i t y.

-College fees are raised every year and education budgets

f o r s t u d e n t s K - 1 2 a l w a y s g e t h i t h a r d .

- P r i s o n g u a r d s a r e p a i d b e t t e r t h a n a l l s t a t e e d u c a t o r s .

t h e n e e d t o c h a n g e a n d g r o w.

Change is adifficult endeavor If one refuses to seek the
The answers to many of our problems are right In frontt r u t h .

T h e t r u t h I l e a I n t h e a y e s o f t h a t t r i c k y d e v i l

H o o n e r e a l l y

o f o u r f a c e s .

staring back at you whan you look In the mirror,

k n o w s y o u l i k e y o u d o .

I f o n e w a n t s t o e n j o y a d e c a n t l i f e

t h e i n s i d e o r t h e o u t s i d e — t h e n o n e h a s t o b e w i l l i n g t o w o r k

F o r t h o s e o f u s w h o h a v e a l r e a d y m a d e m u l t i p l e m i s t a k e s

i n c l u d i n g t e n u r e d C S U p r o f e s s o r s .

- P r i s o n v o c a t i o n a l c l a s s e s w e r e v i r t u a l l y e l i m i n a t e d w h e n

I t w a s d e t e r m i n e d t h a t

w h e t h e r I t b e o n

t h e C D C h a d t o l a y - o f f w o r k e r s ,

c o r r e c t i o n a l e d u c a t o r s — C D C e m p l o y e e s w h o a c t u a l l y p r o v i d e
h a r d .

I n l i f e , w e h a v e t o w o r k h a r d e r t h a n e v e r y o n e e l s e . I t I s

t h r o u g h r e p e t i t i o n t h a t t h e r i g o r s o f d o i n g t h e r i g h t t h i n g
a m e a n i n g f u l s e r v i c e — n o t g u a r d s , w e r e e x p e n d a b l e .

- T h e C C P O A n e g o t i a t e d a 3 4 p e r c e n t p a y r a i s e i n 2 0 0 2 w h e n

t h e s t a t e w a s i n t h e m i d d l e o f a fi s c a l c r i s i s .
b e c o m e e a s i e r o v e r t i m e . T h a t I s , I f o n e w a n t s t o c o m a b a c k

f r o m t h e d e a d .



yA b f a r a s c o r r e c t i o n s g o , t h e C O C I s t o o l a r g e a n d t h e

union representing the 29,000 prison guards too powerful.

A n u m b e r o f t h i n g s h a v e t o h a p p e n I f t h e C D C I s e v e r t o

a s s u m e t h e i r p l a c e a l o n g s i d e , n o t a b o v e , o t h e r s t a t e a g e n c i e s .

-Al l nonvio lent drug offenders. Inc luding second and th i rd

s t r i k e r s , n e e d t o b e p l a c e d I n c o m m u n i t y - b a s e d t r e a t m e n t

f a c i l i t i e s . I n c a r c e r a t i n g d r u g o f f e n d e r s I n $ 3 0 , 0 0 0 a y e a r

p r i s o n b a d s f o r l e n g t h y a n d l i f e s e n t e n c e s n e e d s t o c o m e t o

a n e n d .

As much as Iha te to admi t I t , when Iwas younger, I had ^ f

To b e p e r f e c t l y h o n e s t , I s t i l l d o . I g u e s s . I n s o m e

ways, Ialways will. Despite these dysfunctions, Icome to

you with how Itransformed myself Into amarketable product.
Ifound away to save myself from myself despite myself.

I t was a rea l easy dec i s i on . I t ook a long l ook a round

n e w e n v i r o n m e n t , I t o o k a n e v e n l o n g e r l o o k a t m y s e l f , a n d

d e c i d e d t o m a k e a 1 8 0 d e g r e e c h a n g e . I w a s n o t h a p p y . I k n e w

l i f e w o u l d c o n t i n u e t o b e a m o s a i c o f m l s e r a b l e s i f I d i d n ' t

i s s u e s .

m y

r a y

m a k e a n e e d e d c h a n g e .
- C h a n g e t h e s t a t e ' s r e c i d i v i s t s e n t e n c i n g s c h e m e s s o t h a t

lengthy and l i fe sentences are only given to violent cr iminals

a n d s e x u a l p r e d a t o r s .

- P e r m a n e n t l y c l o s e - d o w n a n u m b e r o f p r i s o n s I n r e s p o n s e

B e g i n w i t h t h e o l d e r , d i l a p i d a t e d p r i s o n s

A R e - I n v e n t i o n o f S e l f

The key to change is to Invest In strengths while
If you abuse drugs and alcohol, haveI d e n t i f y i n g w a a k n e a a a s .

apoor work history or arecord of robbing and stealing —you
t o t h e s e m o v e s . Yo u h a v e t o d e c i d e i f y o u w a n t

To l i v e t h e l i f e o f s o m e o n e w h o I s n ' t w i l l i n g

h a v e s o m e s e r i o u s w e a k n e s s e s ,

t o l i v e o r d i e .

t o w o r k f o r a l i v i n g l a n o t l i v i n g a t a l l . I t ' s l i k e b e i n g

d e a d a n d n o t e v e n k n o w i n g I t .

I r e i nven ted myse l f . I changed . I spen t my t ime away

f r o m s o c i e t y b e t t e r i n g m y s e l f ,

for a l lowing th is to happen that Idecided Iwould never a l low

ay weaknesses get the better of me ever again. Ibecame a

— b u t d o n ' t s t o p t h e r e .

T h e s w e e t h e a r t d e a l s t h e C C P O A r e c e i v e d f o r g e n e r o u s

c a m p a i g n c o n t r i b u t i o n s n e e d t o b e I d e n t i fi e d a n d u n d o n e ,

a r e I n e x c u s a b l e q u i d p r o q u o s .

T h e s e

I w a s s o c o n f u s e d a n d e m b a r r a s s e d
C a s e I n p o i n t , C D C o v e r t i m e :

R e c a l l e d G o v e r n o r G r a y D a v i s w a s u n c o n d i t i o n a l l y i n d e b t e d

t o t h e C C P O A f o r m i l l i o n s I n c a m p a i g n c o n t r i b u t i o n s . I n a d d i t i o n

t o g i v i n g t h e g u a r d s a $ 1 b i l l i o n p a y r a i s e I n 2 0 0 2 , h @

r e s t r i c t e d a w a r d e n ' s p o w e r t o d i s c i p l i n e g u a r d s w h o a b u s e t h e

p r o c e s s o f c a l l i n g I n s i c k .

The CDC was a l ready as ta te agency depend ing heav i l y on

o v e r t i m e . D a v i s a l l o w e d t h e C D C t o b e c o m e e v e n m o r e s o d e p e n d e n t

o n o v e r t i m e b y k n o w i n g l y p r o v i d i n g r a n k - a n d - fi l e g u a r d s t h e

p o w e r t o w r i t e t h e i r o w n r u l e s . B e c a u s e t h e u n i o n r u n s

c o r r e c t i o n s , n o t u p p e r e c h e l o n a d m i n i s t r a t o r s , c h r o n i c o v e r t i m e

a b u s e s r e s u l t i n t h e d e p a r t m e n t g o i n g o v e r b u d g e t b y h a l f o f

a b i l l i o n d o l l a r s a y e a r . T h i s I s h o w a p r i s o n g u a r d 1 s a b l e

t o e a r n a s a l a r y o f o v e r $ 1 0 0 , 0 0 0 .

I s t r o v e t o b u i l d a b e t t e r m a n w i t h at i r e l e s s t a s k m a s t e r ,

supe rhuman wo rk^a th l c .

To ■■■km auch amove for the better while Incarcerated la

of ten an ind iv idual ised ao}oum Into vo luntary so l i tude. I n

such places, the temptation to further one's deviance is peer
I n d i v i d u a l s b e c o m e t a r g e t s a s t h epressure of the worst kind,

population separate themselves Into all iances along ethnic and

Celebrating one's deviance takes precedence.

U n d e r a u c h p r e s s u r e I t t a k e s a t r u l y s t r o n g I n d i v i d u a l t o s t a n d

g e o g r a p h i c l i n e s .

a l o n e .

I w a s a b l e t o e a r n a c o l l e g eI m a d e a n u m b e r o f m o v e s .

d e g r e e . I q u i t s m o k i n g c i g a r e t t e s a n d a b s t a i n e d f r e e d r u g s .



7 . 0 W h i l e t h e S c h w a r z e n e g g e r a d m i n i s t r a t i o n t a l k s a b o u t i n m a t e

population cuts and prison closures, California is the recipient
And the guard's power-base is ^

still unmatched. Awhole generation of CCPOA-owned lawmakers

st i l l in Sacramento wait ing to do the guard's bidding.

c o n s t i t u t i o n a levidentiary hearing so the CDC could develop a
decades-old practice of maintaining expensivea l t e r n a t i v e t o t h e

l a w l i b r a r i e s .

2 0 0 2 b e c a u s e

t h e i r

(See stipulation in Gilmore v. California, No. C-66-45878-SI

o f a s k e w e d s t a t e g o v e r n m e n t .The CDC inevitably abandoned their efforts in

they could not show the court how they would meet
constitutional obligations absent the updated materials.

a r e

It is not my position that corrections is the only problem
N o r d o I a t t e m p t t o d i m i n i s h s o c i e t y ' s

B u t t h e c o r r e c t i o n a l

p l a g u i n g o u r s o c i e t y ,

j us t i fiab le concern w i th pub l i c sa fe ty,

special Interests have been acorrupting Influence for so long

A p r i l 6 , 2 0 0 2 )N . D . C a l( U . S . D i e t . C t

Despite the CDC's unsuccessful legal challenge, the
collections of legal materials throughout the nation's largest

● «● 9

s ome th ing d ras t i c needs t o be done .fallen into various stages of disrepair.p r i s o n s y s t e m h a v e

S i n c e b u d g e t d e fi c i t s a r e t h e c a u s e .
As an Inmate I've lived under the reign of the CCPOA for

over half adecade as anonviolent three strikes drug offender.
I s e e a n a r m y o f o v e r p a i d

the problem is l ike ly to

b e f o r e i t g e t s a n y b e t t e r .g e t w o r s e
I s e e fi r s t h a n d w h a t s o c i e t y c a n n o t .

Cha l l eng ing the CDC

In order to begin aserious challenge to this correctional officers absolutely bloated on government funds.
They need to be p lacedThey own this state and think it's funny.unconstitutional prison condition, prisoner litigants should

M o r e o v e r , I n m a t e o n h a l f r a t i o n s , n o t u s .

California inmates as ademographic have nothing else to

forced to spend the rest of our lives in these
T h e g u a r d s h a v e t a k e n i t a l l .

6 0 2 s .begin by filing individual and/or group
(lAC) should include this issue on theirA d v i s o r y C o u n c i l s

agendas in order to show a
g i v e , w e a r e

G u l a g s o f p i l l a g e d h u m a n i t y.

It is through mismanagement and greed that atS.B billion

rev iew ing cour t tha t loca l e f fo r ts

a r e f u t i l e .

S t a t e

of the time-consuming and convoluted nature of bringing prison
habeas petitions would be the obvious choice because

looks to the inmate population when pressured by

They extort us —we are economic
s t a t e a g e n c y

t h e l e g i s l a t u r e t o t r i m c o s t s .

h o s t a g e s .

All the money we receive from our loved ones and the

collect-only telephone calls we place are both heavily taxed.
D B A V I H G P S I S O N A B E i m H A N

By Eugene Alexander Dey

Currently, 33 percent is deducted from all incoming moneys —
which will increase to an astounding 55 percent in mid-2004.

T h e t e l e p h o n e s e r v i c e

I n t o T h e B e l l y o f t h e B e s e t

twenty-two year old high school dropout,

Iwas ready to sake abreak with ey past,
intended it to be as such, Ihad becoma aviolence-prone drug
addict wi th atwelve year pr ison sentence.

I n 1 9 8 8 , a s a
A l l o f i t u n d e r t h e g u i s e o f r e s t i t u t i o n ,

providers have been awarded the lucrative California prison
contract without even having to place abid —with the CDC

A l t h o u g h I n e v e r

W o r e c e i v e t h e w o r s treceiv ing tens of mi l l ions in k ickbacks,
deal Imaginable due to this "no-bid" arrangement.



L m a t e r i a l s s h a l l b e k e p t c u r r e n t a n d " k c o n t i n u i n g s u b s c r i p t i o nW e l c o m e t o t h e w o r l dT h e s e a r e m e r e l y a f e w e x a m p l e s .

of the Cal i forn ia state pr isoner where cumulat ive in just ices

are inflicted on the entire population who simply have no voice,

ns h a l l b e m a i n t a i n e d . . . " ( D O M § 5 3 0 6 0 . 1 2 . )

c o n d i t i o n i s s u e s t o t h e f e d e r a l c o u r t s . F u r t h e r , s t a t e h a b e a s

C o p i e s o f 6 0 2 s , I k C a g e n d a s

a n d m i n u t e s ( I f a v a i l a b l e ) , d e c l a r a t i o n s , a n d a n y o t h e r

r u l e s d o n o t r e q u i r e a fi l i n g f e e .n o r i g h t s , n o r e p r e s e n t a t i o n .

^a state prisoners in the Cali fornia prison system, we

s u p p o r t i n g d o c u m e n t a t i o n s h o u l d b e a p p e n d e d t o t h e p e t i t i o n .

A s e p a r a t e m e m o r a n d u m o f p o i n t s a n d a u t h o r i t i e s s h o u l d b e

p r e p a r e d a s w e l l .

We are the king's peasants and treated

Taxation without representat ion has arenewed

O p p r e s s i o n c o m e s

a r e m e r e f o d d e r ,

a c c o r d i n g l y ,

meaning for 160,000 of us and our loved ones.
T h e d e c i s i o n t o p r o c e e d t o t h e s t a t e o r f e d e r a l c o u r t s

s h o u l d b e w e l l t h o u g h t o u t .

t o m i n d .

I f f e a s i b l e , n u m e r o u s i n m a t e s w h o

a r e m e m b e r s o f t h e g r o u p 6 0 2 s h o u l d b r i n g f o r t h a n u m b e r o f

court challenges to put as much pressure on the CDC and offending
i n s t i t u t i o n s a s p o s s i b l e .

This is not just about budget problems, pork barrel

politics, and spending cuts —this is about people. T h i s i s

a b o u t s o c i e t y .

As amember o f avo ice less popu la t ion, Ispeak for a l l
We have no th ing more to g ive .

Give some of it back and leave us alone.

For pr isoners a l ready l i t iga t ing c la ims in the cour ts ,

especially under 28 OSC §2254 (habeas) or 42 DSC §1983 (civil),
t h e y s h o u l d m o t i o n t h e c o u r t f o r a p p o i n t m e n t o f c o u n s e l . T h e

m o v a n t s h o u l d i n c l u d e t h e s a m e a b o v e - m e n t i o n e d a t t a c h m e n t s a n d

p o i n t t o w a r d s t h e c o r r e c t a u t h o r i t i e s a u t h o r i z i n g t h e c o u r t

t o a p p o i n t c o u n s e l . A d d i t i o n a l l y , t h e m o v a n t s h o u l d a s k t h e

c o u r t t o o r d e r t h e C D C t o b r i n g t h e i r c o l l e c t i o n s i n t o

c o m p l i a n c e .

B e c a u s e o f s c a r c e t a x d o l l a r s , a n d t h e b u r e a u c r a t i c

d i s o b e d i e n c e d i s p l a y e d b y t h e C D C , t h i s p a r t i c u l a r p r i s o n

condit ion needs to be challenged on many fronts —especial ly
b e h i n d t h e w a l l .

w h e n I s a y : " E n o u g h 1 s e n o u g h .

Y o u ' v e t a k e n i t a l l .

When looking for some other miserable demographic to
demonize —the prisoncrat should simply look in the mirror.

I I CAL IFORNIA 'S THREE STRIKES AND THE NONVIOLENT L IFER"

B y E u g e n e A l e x a n d e r O e y

T h e y s a y a c r i m i n a l a l w a y s r e t u r n s t o t h e s c e n e o f t h e

c r i m e . A p p r o a c h i n g t h e p l a c e w h e r e I w a s a r r e s t e d n e a r t h e

An te lope ex i t on I -BO, an eno rmous sense o f l oss ove rwhe lmed

m e . I f e l t l i k e I w a s v i e w i n g t h e s p o t w h e r e I w a s k i l l e d .

This was the second day of atwo day journey from one end

of the state to the other. Shackled at the waist and again

a t t h e a n k l e s , I w a s a s t a t e p r i s o n e r i n t r a n s i t f r o m a

c o r r e c t i o n a l f a c i l i t y i n s o u t h e r n - C a l i f o r n l a t o a n o t h e r i n

The exper ience of seeing my hometown was a lmost

t o o m u c h t o b a r e . I t h a s b e e n s i x l o n g y e a r s .

M e a n i n g f u l A c c e s s S t a n ^ A s I s

A f t e r L e w i s v. C a s e y, s u p r a , t h e C D C a t t e m p t e d t o r e l i e v e

t h e m s e l v e s o f t h e d u t y t o m a i n t a i n n u m e r o u s l e g a l c o l l e c t i o n s

i n e a c h o f t h e i r 3 2 p r i s o n s .

I n G i l m o r e v . C a l i f o r n i a ( 9 t h C l r . 2 0 0 0 ) 2 2 0 F . 3 d 9 8 7 ,

t h e N i n t h C i r c u i t o r d e r e d t h e d i s t r i c t c o u r t t o c o n d u c t a n
S u s a n v l l l e .



7A n y F e l o n y

,on June 26, 2003, In Stogner v. California, the high
law which allowed the prosecution of

statute of l imi tat ions had a l ready

under this law had committed

'Reynolds Stogner was convicted of

T h e n I a m a t h r e e s t r i k e s d r u g o f f e n d e r s e r v i n g a s e n t e n c e o f

T e n y e a r s i n t oc o u r t s t r u c k - d o w n a 1 9 9 3

c h i l d : n o l e s t e r s w h e n t h e
26 to life for possession of methamphetamine.I t
t h i s h e a v y - h a n d e d s o c i a l e x p e r i m e n t a n d s t o r i e s l i k e m i n e a r e

a l l - t o o - c o m m o n . R e g a r d l e s s o f w h a t t h e p r o p o n e n t s o f d r a c o n i a n

leg is la t ion profess, my only cr ime is Iam aman wi th apast .

P e o p l e l i k e m e a r e n o t c r i m i n a l s . W e a r e c o l l a t e r a l d a m a g e

i n t h e w a r o n d r u g s .

T h r e e s t r i k e s i s n o t a n e n t i r e l y m i s g u i d e d c o n c e p t . I f

someone has perpetrated three acts of violence on three separate

Many of those prosecuted
M a r i o n

e x p i r e d .

u n s p e a k a b l e a c t s ,

repeatedly raping his daughters from 1955 to 1973.
cr ime law seems l i ke a= i t ag lance, th is ch i ld sex

j u s t i fi a b l e c o n c e r n

o f f e n d e r s a r e o f t e n b r i l l i a n t

v ic t im ize ahe lp less demograph ic .

A f t e r a l l , s e xa b o u t c h i l d m o l e s t a t i o n .

in masking their deviance as they
Child molesters are considered

occasions, then by all means bring down on them the full weight
T h i s 1 s m o r e t h a n e n o u g h f o rm o n s t e r s . o f t h e c r i m i n a l j u s t i c e s y s t e m ,

a n y s o c i e t y t o e n d u r e .

Ye t , C a l i f o r n i a h a s g o n e t o o f a r .

held that Cal i fornia 's 1993

w i t h i n t h e r e t r o a c t i v i t y

o f c h i l d m o l e s t a t i o n ,

criminals to prison for life, astate is

However, the Supreme Cour t

c h i l d s e x c r i m e l a w f a i l e d t o c o m e
A t s o m e p o i n t , e n o u g h i s e n o u g h .

T h e y i n c l u d e d " a n y "

T h i s c o v e r s t o oI n c a s e sl i m i t s o f t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n ,

u n l i k e s e n d i n g m i n o r

not always able to change its laws.

felony within the language of the statute,

m u c h g r o u n d ,

felony priors and find themselves arrested for abad check.

I f s o m e o n e h a s t w o o r m o r e s e r i o u s o r v i o l e n t

adrunk dr iv ing , or adrug charge they are automat ica l ly e l ig ib le

O n l y C a l i f o r n i a a p p l i e s t h i s s e n t e n c i n gf o r a l i f e s e n t e n c e .

"The CDC And Meaningful Access To The Courts"

By Eugene Alexander Dey
m a n d a t e i n s u c h a m a n n e r .

S e r i o u s C r i m i n a l i t y a n d M a k i n g a B r e a k

My background is common among three strikers —it Involves

r o b b e r y, b u r g l a r y a n d d r u g s .

My introduction to the criminal justice system began in
A n a c c o m p l i c e a n d I r o b b e d a N o r t h H i g h l a n d s

I r e c e i v e d a y e a r i n

though the Supreme Court held prisoners do not have

a"free-standing right" to alaw library, prison systems are
still obligated to provide Inmates with meaningful access to
the courts. (See Lewis v. Casey (1996) 518 O.S. 343)

"Each facility shall provide materials through its law

library to provide meaningful access to the courts.
Therefore, meaningful access is achieved in the

E v e n

1 9 8 4 w h e n I w a s 1 8 .

N o o n e w a s I n j u r e d .c o n v e n i e n c e s t o r e .

t h e c o u n t y j a i l .

In 1988, Ireceived a12 year prison term for two separate

A g a i n , n o o n e w a s I n j u r e d .

S i n c e a d d i c t i o n t o m e t h a m p h e t a m i n e w a s t h e r o o t c a u s e o f

( 1 5 C C R

§ 3 1 2 2 ( a ) )

California Department of Corrections (CDC) when afacility
r e s i d e n t i a l b u r g l a r i e s .

is stocked with the lengthy inventory of legal mater ials

F u r t h e r, t h e D O M s t a t e s t h e s e

l i b r a r y
my deviance, Ichose to rehabi l i ta te mysel f . A t t h a t t i m e .

l i s t e d i n D O M § 5 3 0 6 0 . 1 1 .



17s t a t e p r i s o n s o f f e r e d a n u m b e r o f i n c e n t i v e s a n d p r o g r a m s .

I t o o k a d v a n t a g e o f t h e m a l l .

By the t ime Iparoled from pr ison in 1994, Iwas col lege

e d u c a t e d a n d a p u b l i s h e d w r i t e r . I h a d m a d e a b r e a k w i t h m y

a n t i s o c i a l p a s t a n d l e f t p r i s o n a b e t t e r m a n . T h e f e l o n i o u s

t J U S T I C E I N T H E G O b O E N S T ? V T E

B y E u g e n e A l e x a n d e r D e y

Tw o l a n d m a r k 5 t o 4 S u p r e m e C o u r t d e c i s i o n s c a m e - d o w n i n

2 0 0 3 t h a t s t a b b e d m y c o m r a d e s a n d I i n t h e h e a r t ,

o f u s a r e s e r v i n g l i f e s e n t e n c e s f o r n o n v i o l e n t c r i m e s w h i l e

T h o u s a n d s
youngster who committed those crimes no longer existed.

The college programs then-offered by the California

Department of Corrections (COC) provided one with the opportunity
Aco l lege educat ion g ives aconv ic ted

f e l o n a n o p p o r t u n i t y t o a s s i m i l a t e b a c k i n t o s o c i e t y .

I c l o s e d o n e c h a p t e r a n d s t a r t e d a n e w

c h i l d s e x a b u s e r s a r e b a r r e d f r o m p r o s e c u t i o n , e x o n e r a t e d a n d

l i b e r a t e d . N o t h i n g m a k e s s e n s e a n y m o r e . W i t h C a l i f o r n i a ' s
t o c h a n g e f o r t h e b e t t e r .

r e c a l l j u s t a r o u n d t h e c o r n e r a n d t h e 2 0 0 4 e l e c t i o n c y c l e k i c k i n g

i n t o g e a r , I c a n n o t e s c a p e t h e f e e l i n g t h a t w e a r e a l l g o i n g

t o d i e i n p r i s o n b e c a u s e o f a j u s t i c e s y s t e m t h a t h a s b e e n

T h a t

i s e x a c t l y w h a t I d i d .

o n e .

p e r m a n e n t l y c o m p r o m i s e d .Upon release Istudied sociology ful l- t ime at CSUS while

I o w n e d a n d o p e r a t e d a s m a l l c o n s t r u c t i o n c o m p a n y,

afull-on multitasker and was moving up the socioeconomic ladder.

Sadly, a f ter over seven years o f sobr ie ty, I re lapsed.

In amoment of weakness, Istarted using again. In doing so,

I r e a w a k e n e d a d o r m a n t d i s e a s e .

One night in 1998, Iwas pulled over by the CHP who
discovered asmall amount of methamphetamine and marijuana in

E v e r s i n c e t h a t f a t e f u l n i g h t I h a v e b e e n t r e a t e d

l i k e a k i l l e r . A l l I d i d w a s r e l a p s e . I n m y a d d i c t i o n , I

T h e s e A r e T h e F a c t sI b e c a m e

O n M a r c h 5 , 2 0 0 3 , i n L o c k y e r v . A n d r a d e a n d E w i n g v .

C a l i f o r n i a , t h e S u p r e m e C o u r t o f t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s r u l e d i t

w a s n o t c r u e l a n d u n u s u a l p u n i s h m e n t t o s e n d m i n o r c r i m i n a l s

t o p r i s o n f o r l i f e .

T h r e e s t r i k e s c a m e i n t o b e i n g i n 1 9 9 4 a f t e r R i c h a r d A l l e n

D a v i s , a s e x u a l p r e d a t o r w i t h a l o n g r a p s h e e t , k i l l e d a 1 2

m y v e h i c l e . C a l i f o r n i a l a w m a k e r s a n d v o t e r s q u i c k l yy e a r o l d P o l l y K l a a s .

a d o p t e d a n a l l - i n c l u s i v e r e p e a t o f f e n d e r l a w t h a t l i t e r a l l y

b o t h e r e d n o o n e .

W h i l e a l l n o n v i o l e n t t h r e e s t r i k e r s h a v e t h e i r o w n
i n c l u d e d " a l l " o f f e n d e r s .

Te n y e a r s l a t e r , e v e n t h o u g h e a r l y i n d i c a t i o n s d i d n o t

l ook good , we hoped the Supreme Cour t wou ld do the r i gh t t h ing

a n d r u l e C a l i f o r n i a w a s g o i n g t o o f a r i n i t s d e s i r e t o c r a c k d o w n

i n d i v i d u a l i z e d s t o r i e s , w e a l l s u f f e r f r o m p r e c i s e l y t h e s a m e

It is simply wrong to incarcerate someone for l i fei n j u s t i c e .

A t w o r s t , w ew h e n t h e y h a v e n o t c o m m i t t e d a v i o l e n t c r i m e ,

s h o u l d b e i n c o m m u n i t y - b a s e d t r e a t m e n t f a c i l i t i e s b y v i r t u e

o f o u r d e c i s i o n s t o d i s c o n t i n u e c o m m i t t i n g s e r i o u s c r i m e .

o n v i o l e n c e . W e w e r e w r o n g .

T h i s c o u r t h a s a l o n g s t a n d i n g t r a d i t i o n o f d e f e r r i n g t o
W e

s t a t e l e g i s l a t u r e s i n m a k i n g a n d i m p l e m e n t i n g s u c h i m p o r t a n t

w r o t e S a n d r a D a y O ' C o n n o r f o r t h e
d o n o t b e l o n g i n p r i s o n — e s p e c i a l l y n o t f o r l i f e .

p o l i c y d e c i s i o n s . i j o r l t y .

s h e l i e d .



C o r r e c t i o n s ?O n c e t h e i r a p p e a l s a r ei n m a t e s w h o a t o n e p o i n t f a c e d d e a t h ,

exhausted, the real izat ion sets- in that they wi l l never see
W h a t s o c i e t y d o e s n o t s e a i s t h e d e a d - t o -

t h e - w o r l d l o o k i n t h e i r e y e s — i t i s n o t a p r e t t y s i g h t .

n The CDC o f today ba re ly resemb les the p r i son sys tem I

e n t e r e d i n 1 9 8 8 . A l m o s t e v e r y p r o g r a m o f c o n s e q u e n c e h a s b e e n

e l i m i n a t e d . P o s t - s e c o n d a r y c o r r e c t i o n a l e d u c a t i o n w a s c a n c e l e d

in the '90s along wi th fami ly v is i t ing and weight t ra in ing.

T h e f e w r e m a i n i n g v o c a t i o n a l p r o g r a m s h a v e r e c e n t l y b e e n

d i s c o n t i n u e d . A n d v i s i t i n g h a s b e e n c u t - d o w n t o o n l y t w o - d a y s

t h e s t r e e t s a g a i n .

t i W O P

i s a v e r y h a r s h p e n a l t y .

I t cos ts rough ly $2 m i l l i on to t r y acap i ta l case in
A d e a t hC a l i f o r n i a , s i x t i m e s h i g h e r t h a n a n o n - c a p i t a l t r i a l ,

row inmate receives an automatic appeal that can take decades
T h a t v e r y s a m e I n m a t e

a w e e k .

F u r t h e r m o r e , t h e r e a r e t e n s o f t h o u s a n d s o f 1 s t a n d 2 n d

strikers serving lengthy sentences. Many of them are nonviolent

o f f e n d e r s l i k e m y s e l f . W h i l e t h e y m i g h t n o t b e s e r v i n g l i f e ,

their prison terms have been doubled and they must serve 80

percent to 85 percent of their sentences. Thus, correct ional
f a c i l i t i e s a c r o s s t h e s t a t e a r e t e e m i n g w i t h n o n v i o l e n t 1 s t ,

2nd, and 3rd strikers who are not offered any meaningful programs
i n c e n t i v e s t o b e t t e r t h e m s e l v e s .

T r e a t m e n t f o r t h e d i s e a s e o f a d d i c t i o n i s s l o w l y b e i n g

e m b r a c e d b y c o r r e c t i o n a l a d m i n i s t r a t o r s . T h e C D C h a s b e g u n

t o o f f e r s u b s t a n c e a b u s e p r o g r a m s . B e c a u s e o n l y 8 , 2 2 6 t r e a t m e n t

b e d s a r e a v a i l a b l e t o s e r v e a p o p u l a t i o n o f 1 6 0 , 0 0 0 I n m a t e s ,

o n l y a s m a l l p e r c e n t a g e a r e e l i g i b l e .

To r e c e i v e l i f e f o r a d d i c t i o n i s b a d e n o u g h . T h e i n j u s t i c e

is amplified when we are excluded from both community-based

— a l l a t t h e e x p e n s e o f t h e t a x p a y e r ,

given the lesser penalty of LWOP is only guaranteed aone-shot

appeal that is usually finalized in acouple of years.
As aCa l i f o rn ia p r i sone r se rv ing a l i f e sen tence fo r a

nonviolent drug offense, Ihave firsthand knowledge how justice
W e g e tw o r k s f o r t h o s e o f u s o n t h e b o t t o m r u n g s o f s o c i e t y.

what we pay for —afract ion of what ar ich man gets.
As California prepared to execute death row inmate Kevin

Cooper, Ihad no way of knowing if he really killed that family
B u t I d o k n o w

o r

i n C h i n o H i l l s i n t h e e a r l y ' 8 0 s . W o o n e d o e s .

one thing —capital punishment no longer has aplace in a
I t h a d a p u r p o s e i n t h e m i d - 1 9 t h C e n t u r y ,

I n m o d e m t i m e s .

c i v i l i z e d s o c i e t y ,

a n d i t c a m e s w i f t l y a t t h e e n d o f a r o p e ,

the death penalty is an abomination that needs to be expunged
f r o m t h e l a w b o o k s f o r e v e r .

a n d i n s t i t u t i o n a l t r e a t m e n t . C o n t e m p o r a r y c o r r e c t i o n a l

m e t h o d o l o g i e s a r e n o t b a s e d o n l o g i c o r s o l i d e v i d e n c e — b u t

h a v e b e c o m e a m o s a i c o f m i s e r a b l e s .

The Supreme Court and State Government

Thousands o f us , ou r l oved ones , and suppo r te rs we re hop ing

f o r a f a v o r a b l e r u l i n g i n L o c k y e r v. A n d r a d e a n d E w i n g v.

C a l i f o r n i a ( 2 0 0 3 ) . U n d e r C a l i f o r n i a l a w , p e t t y t h e f t , a

m i s d e m e a n o r , c a n b e e l e v a t e d t o a f e l o n y. T h i s i s t h e m o s t

E U G E N E A L E X A N D E R D E Y i s a t h r e e s t r i k e s o f f e n d e r s e r v i n g a l i f e
s e n t e n c e i n S u s a n v l l l e S t a t e P r i s o n . H e i s a c o l l e g e e d u c a t e d
f r e e l a n c e w r i t e r w h o r e p r e s e n t s h i m s e l f a s h e c h a l l e n g e s h i s
c o n v i c t i o n a n d s e n t e n c e .

EUGENE ALEXANDER DEY is an nonvlolent drug offender serving
a th ree s t r i kes l i fe sen tence a t the s ta te p r i son in Susanv l l l e .
He is a lso aSacramento nat ive , a f ree lance wr i ter, and a former
student at CSUS who majored In Sociology with aconcentration
in crime and deviance. Currently he represents himself in pro
s e a s h e c h a l l e n g e s h i s c o n v i c t i o n a n d s e n t e n c e .



S c o t t P e t e r s o n , w h o I s a c c u s e d o f k i l l i n g h t s p r e g n a n t

w i f e a n d f a c i n g t h e d e a t h p e n a l t y , w a s a b l e t o a f f o r d n o t e d

/ re x t r e m e e x a m p l e o f t h e t o u g h e s t s e n t e n c i n g l a w I n t h e A m e r i c a n

c r i m i n a l j u s t i c e s y s t e m .

I n a 5 t o 4 r u l i n g , t h e S u p r e m e C o u r t h e l d t h a t s e n d i n g

p e t t y t h e f t o f f e n d e r s t o p r i s o n f o r l i f e d i d n o t v i o l a t e t h e

8 t h A m e n d m e n t ' s b a n a g a i n s t c r u e l a n d u n u s u a l p u n i s h m e n t . H a d

t h e t h r e e s t r i k e s b e e n s u c c e s s f u l l y c h a l l e n g e d I n A n d r a d e a n d

Ew ing , many o f us wou ld have t r i ed to expand the scope o f t he

d e c i s i o n t o fi t o u r c a s e s . T h i s j u s t w a s n ' t m e a n t t o b e .

Genera l ly, the h igh cour t avo ids usurp ing astate 's

s o v e r e i g n r i g h t t o c r e a t e t h e i r o w n l a w s . T h u s , s t a t e

l e g i s l a t u r e s a r e r e s p o n s i b l e f o r fi x i n g t h e i r o w n l a w s , n o t

t h e c o u r t s .

/O
N o m a t t e r h o w t h e c a s e t u r n s - o u t ,

G e r r a g o s I s a s k i l l e d l i t i g a t o r w h o w i l l d i l i g e n t l y r e p r e s e n t

t r i a l a t t o r n e y . H a r k G e r r a g o s .

t h e a c c u s e d .

I n t h e a d v e r s a r i a l t e s t i n g p r o c e s s , b o t h t h e p r o s e c u t o r

a n d t h e d e f e n s e a t t o r n e y s a r e o p p o n e n t s . E a c h h a v e t h e i r r o l e s .

T h e p r o s e c u t o r I s t h e s e e k e r - o f - t r u t h a n d r e p r e s e n t s t h e

I n t e r e s t s o f t h e p e o p l e . T h e d e f e n s e a t t o r n e y I s d u t y - b o u n d

t o c h a l l e n g e h i s o p p o n e n t a t e v e r y s t a g e o f t h e p r o c e e d i n g s .

M o s t c a p i t a l d e f e n d a n t s a r e p o o r, u n e d u c a t e d m a l e s , a n d

d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y A f r i c a n A m e r i c a n . T h e q u a l i t y o f a p p o i n t e d

r e p r e s e n t a t i o n I n d i g e n t d e f e n d a n t s r e c e i v e i s n o t e v e n c l o s e

t o w h a t i s n e e d e d t o o v e r c o m e t h e e f f o r t s o f p r o - d e a t h

p r o s e c u t o r s . W h i l e P e t e r s o n w i l l r e c e i v e t h e b e s t d e f e n s e o n l y

m o n e y c a n b u y , t h e p o o r g e t w h a t t h e y a l w a y s g e t — t h e b a r e

A l l o v e r t h e c o u n t r y s t a t e g o v e r n m e n t s a r e m o d i f y i n g a n d

E v e n M i c h i g a n a n da b a n d o n i n g m a n y o f t h e i r t o u g h e s t m e a s u r e s .

New York , who had some of the most severe ant i -drug measures

I n t h e n a t i o n , h a v e m o d i fi e d t h e i r s e n t e n c i n g s c h e m e s .

S t a t e g o v e r n m e n t s a r e c o m i n g t o t h e c o n c l u s i o n t h a t b e i n g

s m a r t - o n - c r l m e m e a n s t h e y c a n n o t c o n t i n u e t o i n d e fi n i t e l y s u p p o r t

m i n i m u m .

I h a v e a h a r d - t i m e fi n d i n g s y m p a t h y f o r s o m e o n e w h o

M a y b e I f t h e s y s t e m c o u l dv i c i o u s l y m u r d e r s , r a p e s a n d m o l e s t s .m a m m o t h p r i s o n s y s t e m s .

g u c u r a n t e e p e r f e c t i o n , p e r h a p s d e a t h w o u l d b e w a r r a n t e d . H o w e v e r ,

t h e A m e r i c a n s y s t e m o f j u s t i c e I s f a r f r o m p e r f e c t . I t ' s a
W i t h C a l i f o r n i a l a w m a k e r s a m o n g t h e t o u g h e s t i n t h e n a t i o n ,

t h e r e I s a l o t o f p r e s s u r e f o r t h e m t o g e t s m a r t a s w e l l .

W h e t h e r o r n o t t h e y d o s o r e m a i n s t o b e s e e n .
m o s a i c o f m l s e r a b l e s .

A m e r i c a ' s c o u r t s a r e b u s y p r o c e s s i n g a n e n d l e s s s u p p l y

o f d r u g o f f e n d e r s . D u e p r o c e s s , a d e q u a t e r e p r e s e n t a t i o n , a n d

o t h e r c o n s t i t u t i o n a l s a f e g u a r d s b e c o m e d i s t o r t e d I n t h e f a s t - f o o d

m e n t a l i t y o f A m e r i c a n j u s t i c e . I t I s f o o l i s h t o b e l i e v e a

w e l l - o i l e d I n c a r c e r a t i o n m a c h i n e s h o u l d b e t r u s t e d t o f a i r l y

a n d j u s t l y t r y a c a p i t a l c r i m e — 1 0 0 p e r c e n t o f t h e t i m e .

T h e o p t i o n o f l i f e w i t h o u t t h e p o s s i b i l i t y o f p a r o l e ( LW O P )

I n l i e u o f t h e c a p i t a l p u n i s h m e n t I s v i a b l e . A s a n I n m a t e l a w

c l e r k I n a m a x i m u m s e c u r i t y p r i s o n , I b e f r i e n d e d m a n y L W O P

S i x D o w n a n d T w e n t y To G o

When the prison bus pulled Into Susanvtlle, Iwas In bad

W h i l e t h e a c h e s a n d p a i n s f r o m a 1 2 h o u r s h a c k l e d b u s

T h e t r i p t h r o u g h

s h a p e ,

r i d e w o u l d h e a l , p s y c h o l o g i c a l l y , I w a s a m e s s ,

my hometown of Sacramento exacerbated the fact I'm not even

e l ig ib le fo r pa ro le un t i l 2024 . The pa in fu l rea l i t i es o f my

situation stay with me morning, noon and night. The ghosts

from my past and present torture me In my sleep and stalk me
W e l c o m e t o m y w o r l d .l i k e a G r i m R e a p e r t h r o u g h o u t t h e d a y .



W h e t h e r I t b e b y v o t e r - I n i t i a t i v e o r t h r o u g h t h e

legislature, three strikes needs to be changed,
b e t o s e t f r e e p r e d a t o r s a n d v i o l e n t r e c i d i v i s t s , b u t

to close an ugly chapter of Cal i fornia history where both

shoplifters and drug addicts receive life sentences alongside

m u r d e r e r s a n d c h i l d m o l e s t e r s .

/ /-- especially If aRepublican wins the recall electian.
w i t h t h e r e s t o f e y l i f e

Having to pay my debt to this Insane
O n l y I a m n o t

s o m e t i m e
/ y T h e g o a l s h o u l d

N o w i t a l l m a k e s s e n s e a s I p a y
n e v e r

f o r t h e c r i m e o f n o t h i n g .

society is the cruelest joke of them all.
If Ideserve 26 years to life for anonviolent drugl a u g h i n g ,

o f f e n s e , t h e n a l l government officials deserve to be recalled. W h i l e I a m s u r e a n a v a l a n c h e o f d r u g w a r a d v o c a t e s w o u l d

d i s a g r e e , b u t I a m n o t a c r i m i n a l ,

to give his elderly mom ahug and akiss as afreeman before
I s t h a t t o o m u c h t o a s k ?

I ' m j u s t s o m e g u y w h o w a n t s

DMth Ham outlived It’s Osefulnees"
By Eugene Alexander Dey

" T h e i n d o B t r y o f
s h e d i e s .

L i f e F o r N o t h i n g W h e n C h i l d P r e d a t o r s G o F r e e

I t i s a n u g l y

I t Is s imply wrong to t rust
s h o u l d l i v e o r d i e

This includes the recent abduction .

old girl in Sarasota, Florida.

The Supreme Court's decisions in Andrade and Ewing surprised

h a r d l y a n y o n e , w h i l e t h e h o l d i n g i n S t o g n e r l i t e r a l l y c a m e o u t

T h e p r o p o n e n t s o f m a i n t a i n i n g t h e t h r e e s t r i k e s

s t a t u s q u o a r g u e d t h a t a l i t a n y o f n o n v i o l e n t t h i r d s t r i k e r s

would be unleashed on society if the law were upset in any way.

P u b l i c s a f e t y w a s t h e b a t t l e c r y .

that same court released about 800 child molesters on that very

T h i s s i m p l y f a l l s t o m a k e a n y s e n s e .

T h e S t o g n e r c o u r t h e a r d a r g u m e n t s o n a s t a t e ' s l i m i t s i n

i t s e x p o s t f a c t o z e a l t o p r o t e c t i t s c h i l d r e n , w h i l e t h e A n d r a d e

should abol ish the death penalty.A m e r i c a

a n d m e a n - s p i r i t e d l a w. M o r e o v e r ,

t r ia l cour ts to de termine i f one o f n o w h e r e .A m e r i c a n

regardless of the offense,

a n d m u r d e r o f t h e 11 y e a r

A c a p i t a l
M u r d e rcrime brings out the worst in society,

a r e o v e r z e a l o u s
Y e t , j u s t a f e w m o n t h s l a t e ;

E v e n w o r s ein any form is aterrible thing,
and law enforcement officers who go t o o f a r i n t h e i r

and severely punish the offender.
p r o s e c u t o r s

e f f o r t s t o s o l v e t h e c r i m e

A t b e s t , a g u i l t y

s a m e s o c i e t y .

killer confesses on his own, removing
I n n o c e n t p e r s o n i s s e n t

often the phenomenon of actual Innocence
A t w o r s t , a nany doubt as to gui l t ,

t o t h e i r d e a t h ,

is caused by questionable testimony, jail-house informants who
should never be trusted, and overly suggestive identification

conducted by bias law enforcement.

a n d E w i n g c o u r t h a d t o d e c i d e w h e t h e r t h r e e s t r i k e s v i o l a t e s

the E igh th Amendment 's ban aga ins t c rue l and unusua l pun ishment .

O n e w o u l d t h i n k t h e n o n v i o l e n t t h i r d s t r i k e r s w o u l d s t a n d a

T o o

b e t t e r c h a n c e t h a n t h e c h i l d r a p i s t s .

p r o c e d u r e s S e x o f f e n d e r s c o m m i t t i n g h e i n o u s a c t s g e n e r a l l y f u e l

d r a c o n i a n s e n t e n c i n g s t a t u t e s . M o s t o f u s s e r v i n g t h i r d s t r i k e

l i f e s e n t e n c e s h a v e a b s o l u t e l y n o s e x u a l d e v i a n c e i n o u r

b a c k g r o u n d s w h a t s o e v e r. W h a t m a k e s i t a l l h a r d e r t o a c c e p t

i s t h e f a c t t h a t c h i l d p r e d a t o r s r e c e i v e d c o n s t i t u t i o n a l r e l i e f

c a p i t a l t r i a lonly real chance the accused has in a
retain top-notch legal representation.

T h e

J u s t i c e
i s t h e a b i l i t y t o

i s n o t c h e a p i n A m e r i c a .

Don’t forsake our Drug War Brothers &Sisters!



T o t a l R e c a l l
nonv io lent nobodies wi l l pay wi th our l ives for

v i c t i m l e s s c r i m e s o f i n s i g n i fi c a n c e .

w h i l e u s

Cal i fotr t ia Republ icans are trying to steal the Governor 's

o f fi c e l e s s t h a n a y e a r a f t e r G o v. G r a y D a v i s w a s r e e l e c t e d .

H e h a s a n d c o n t i n u e s t o b e a s t a u n c h
The Narrowly Divided Supreme Court

The philosophical make-up of the Supreme Court is split
Chief Justice Rhenquist and kssociate Justices

I a m n o l o v e r o f D a v i s .

a d v o c a t e o f o v e r l y h a r s h p u n i s h m e n t s , p r i s o n i n d u s t r i a l i s m ,

a n d u n d y i n g s u p p o r t f o r t h e d r u g w a r.

D a v i s h a s a n u n h o l y a l l i a n c e w i t h t h e C a l i f o r n i a

d o w n t h e m i d d l e .

Kennedy, Scalia, and Thomas comprise the right, with Associate
Justices Breyer, Ginsburg, Souter and Stevens on the left.

C o r r e c t i o n a l P e a c e O f fi c e r s A s s o c i a t i o n ( C C P O A ) , t h e r i c h a n d
J u s t i c e S a n d r a D a y O ' C o n n o r i s t h e s w i n g v o t e o n n e a r l y a l l

p o w e r f u l u n i o n w h i c h r e p r e s e n t s t h e I n t e r e s t s o f t h e p r i s o n

g u a r d s . T h e y s e r v e a s t h e fi n a n c i a l l i f e b l o o d o f m a i n t a i n i n g

h u g e p r i s o n s y s t e m s n o m a t t e r w h a t i t c o s t s . T h e C C P O A b u y s

p o l i t i c i a n s a n d I n fl u e n c e t h e w a y t h e M a fi a u s e d t o b u y j u d g e s ,

p r o s e c u t o r s a n d c o p s — w i t h d i r t y m o n e y .

H o w e v e r , d e s p i t e o b v i o u s d i s d a i n f o r a b o u g h t a n d p a i d

> 6 / d e c i s i o n s .

T h e s e j u s t i c e s c a n b e c o u n t e d o n t o a s s u m e t h e i r p o s i t i o n s

o f p r e d i c t a b i l i t y a s O ' C o n n o r i n e v i t a b l y d e c i d e s i f a s e n t e n c e

i s c r u e l a n d u n u s u a l p u n i s h m e n t , w h e t h e r t h e s t a t u t e o f

l i m i t a t i o n s c a n b e e x t e n d e d , o r , i n c a s e s o f t h e d e a t h p e n a l t y.

i f s o m e o n e l i v e s o r d i e s .
f o r p r i s o n c r a t l i k e D a v i s , t h e r e c a l l o f h i s e l e c t i o n 1 s a b s u r d .

v J i t h t h e S u p r e m e C o u r t s o n a r r o w l y d i v i d e d , t h e r e i s a

F o r P r e s i d e n t B u s h ' s R e p u b l i c a n P a r t y, t h e 2 0 0 4

J o ' / e r a b e r e l e c t i o n h o l d s t h e p o t e n t i a l f o r t h e t w i n n e r t o a p p o i n t

T h e p r o b l e m s i n t h e G o l d e n S t a t e a r e m y r i a d . T h e r e c a l l s i m p l y

d o e s n o t g o f a r e n o u g h . T o o m u c h b l a m e i s p l a c e d o n D a v i s ,
l o t a t s t a k e .

a D e m o c r a t , w h e n t h e R e p u b l i c a n s r u n t h e e n t i r e f e d e r a l

g o v e r n m e n t — w h i c h i s a l s o i n d i r e fi n a n c i a l s t r a i t s .
t w o o r m o r e j u s t i c e s . F o r t h e w a r m o n g e r B u s h , i t i s h i s d u t y

a s a r i g h t - w i n g e r t o fi l l t h e S u p r e m e C o u r t w i t h y o u n g
I f a n y t h i n g , t h e c u r r e n t r e c e s s i o n i s t h e f a u l t o f t h e

B u s h a d m i n i s t r a t i o n f o r l a u c h i n g a w a r i n t h e M i d d l e E a s t w h e n

d o m e s t i c m a t t e r s s c r e a m e d f o r a t t e n t i o n . O n l y a R e p u b l i c a n

w o u l d l e a d a n a t i o n i n t o a q u a g m i r e l i k e I r a q a n d t h e n a t t e m p t

t o j u s t i f y i t w i t h p o w e r f u l p r e s i d e n t i a l p r o p a g a n d a . B u s h i s

c o n s e r v a t i v e s .

S i n c e t h e R e p u b l i c a n s c o n t r o l a l l t h r e e b r a n c h e s o f t h e

f e d e r a l g o v e r n m e n t , t h e o n l y c h e c k r e m a i n i n g o n t h e B u s h

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n i s t h e fi l i b u s t e r . T o t h e c h a g r i n o f t h e

R e p u b l i c a n s , E n r i q u e E s t r a d a , n o m i n e e f o r t h e D . C . C i r c u i t ,

w i t h d r e w h i s n a m e f r o m c o n s i d e r a t i o n o n S e p t e m b e r 4 , 2 0 0 3 . -

He was cons idered on the fas t - t rack to the Supreme Cour t and

b e t t e r s u i t e d t o C a p t a i n t h e T i t a n i c t h a n s e r v e a s p r e s i d e n t .

H e s h o u l d b e i m p e a c h e d .

F o r a R e p u b l i c a n t o c l a i m h e c o u l d s o l v e C a l i f o r n i a ' s b u d g e t

d e fi c i t s w h e n b o t h h o u s e s o f t h e s t a t e l e g i s l a t u r e a r e c o n t r o l l e d

b y t h e D e m o c r a t s i s o n e o f t h e b i g g e s t l i e s e v e r t o l d ,

t h e R e p u b l i c a n s b r o u g h t t h e r e c a l l i n t o f r u i t i o n . D e m o c r a t s

a n d R e p u b l i c a n s w i l l r e m a i n a t w a r i n t h e G o l d e n S t a t e f o r q u i t e

a s t e a l t h c o n s e r v a t i v e .

W i t h o n e B u s h f a s t - t r a c k n o m i n e e d o w n a n d a t l e a s t t w o
S i n c e

o t h e r s t o g o , t h e D e m o c r a t i c fi l i b u s t e r c o n t i n u e s i n t h e S e n a t e

a s t h e h i g h c o u r t p r o d u c e s a s e r i e s o f 5 t o 4 d e c i s i o n s .



T o t a l R e c a l l
nonv io lent nobodies wi l l pay wi th our l ives for

v i c t i m l e s s c r i m e s o f i n s i g n i fi c a n c e .

w h i l e u s

Cal i fotr t ia Republ icans are trying to steal the Governor 's

o f fi c e l e s s t h a n a y e a r a f t e r G o v. G r a y D a v i s w a s r e e l e c t e d .

H e h a s a n d c o n t i n u e s t o b e a s t a u n c h
The Narrowly Divided Supreme Court

The philosophical make-up of the Supreme Court is split
Chief Justice Rhenquist and kssociate Justices

I a m n o l o v e r o f D a v i s .

a d v o c a t e o f o v e r l y h a r s h p u n i s h m e n t s , p r i s o n i n d u s t r i a l i s m ,

a n d u n d y i n g s u p p o r t f o r t h e d r u g w a r.

D a v i s h a s a n u n h o l y a l l i a n c e w i t h t h e C a l i f o r n i a

d o w n t h e m i d d l e .

Kennedy, Scalia, and Thomas comprise the right, with Associate
Justices Breyer, Ginsburg, Souter and Stevens on the left.

C o r r e c t i o n a l P e a c e O f fi c e r s A s s o c i a t i o n ( C C P O A ) , t h e r i c h a n d
J u s t i c e S a n d r a D a y O ' C o n n o r i s t h e s w i n g v o t e o n n e a r l y a l l

p o w e r f u l u n i o n w h i c h r e p r e s e n t s t h e I n t e r e s t s o f t h e p r i s o n

g u a r d s . T h e y s e r v e a s t h e fi n a n c i a l l i f e b l o o d o f m a i n t a i n i n g

h u g e p r i s o n s y s t e m s n o m a t t e r w h a t i t c o s t s . T h e C C P O A b u y s

p o l i t i c i a n s a n d I n fl u e n c e t h e w a y t h e M a fi a u s e d t o b u y j u d g e s ,

p r o s e c u t o r s a n d c o p s — w i t h d i r t y m o n e y .

H o w e v e r , d e s p i t e o b v i o u s d i s d a i n f o r a b o u g h t a n d p a i d

> 6 / d e c i s i o n s .

T h e s e j u s t i c e s c a n b e c o u n t e d o n t o a s s u m e t h e i r p o s i t i o n s

o f p r e d i c t a b i l i t y a s O ' C o n n o r i n e v i t a b l y d e c i d e s i f a s e n t e n c e

i s c r u e l a n d u n u s u a l p u n i s h m e n t , w h e t h e r t h e s t a t u t e o f

l i m i t a t i o n s c a n b e e x t e n d e d , o r , i n c a s e s o f t h e d e a t h p e n a l t y.

i f s o m e o n e l i v e s o r d i e s .
f o r p r i s o n c r a t l i k e D a v i s , t h e r e c a l l o f h i s e l e c t i o n 1 s a b s u r d .

v J i t h t h e S u p r e m e C o u r t s o n a r r o w l y d i v i d e d , t h e r e i s a

F o r P r e s i d e n t B u s h ' s R e p u b l i c a n P a r t y, t h e 2 0 0 4

J o ' / e r a b e r e l e c t i o n h o l d s t h e p o t e n t i a l f o r t h e t w i n n e r t o a p p o i n t

T h e p r o b l e m s i n t h e G o l d e n S t a t e a r e m y r i a d . T h e r e c a l l s i m p l y

d o e s n o t g o f a r e n o u g h . T o o m u c h b l a m e i s p l a c e d o n D a v i s ,
l o t a t s t a k e .

a D e m o c r a t , w h e n t h e R e p u b l i c a n s r u n t h e e n t i r e f e d e r a l

g o v e r n m e n t — w h i c h i s a l s o i n d i r e fi n a n c i a l s t r a i t s .
t w o o r m o r e j u s t i c e s . F o r t h e w a r m o n g e r B u s h , i t i s h i s d u t y

a s a r i g h t - w i n g e r t o fi l l t h e S u p r e m e C o u r t w i t h y o u n g
I f a n y t h i n g , t h e c u r r e n t r e c e s s i o n i s t h e f a u l t o f t h e

B u s h a d m i n i s t r a t i o n f o r l a u c h i n g a w a r i n t h e M i d d l e E a s t w h e n

d o m e s t i c m a t t e r s s c r e a m e d f o r a t t e n t i o n . O n l y a R e p u b l i c a n

w o u l d l e a d a n a t i o n i n t o a q u a g m i r e l i k e I r a q a n d t h e n a t t e m p t

t o j u s t i f y i t w i t h p o w e r f u l p r e s i d e n t i a l p r o p a g a n d a . B u s h i s

c o n s e r v a t i v e s .

S i n c e t h e R e p u b l i c a n s c o n t r o l a l l t h r e e b r a n c h e s o f t h e

f e d e r a l g o v e r n m e n t , t h e o n l y c h e c k r e m a i n i n g o n t h e B u s h

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n i s t h e fi l i b u s t e r . T o t h e c h a g r i n o f t h e

R e p u b l i c a n s , E n r i q u e E s t r a d a , n o m i n e e f o r t h e D . C . C i r c u i t ,

w i t h d r e w h i s n a m e f r o m c o n s i d e r a t i o n o n S e p t e m b e r 4 , 2 0 0 3 . -

He was cons idered on the fas t - t rack to the Supreme Cour t and

b e t t e r s u i t e d t o C a p t a i n t h e T i t a n i c t h a n s e r v e a s p r e s i d e n t .

H e s h o u l d b e i m p e a c h e d .

F o r a R e p u b l i c a n t o c l a i m h e c o u l d s o l v e C a l i f o r n i a ' s b u d g e t

d e fi c i t s w h e n b o t h h o u s e s o f t h e s t a t e l e g i s l a t u r e a r e c o n t r o l l e d

b y t h e D e m o c r a t s i s o n e o f t h e b i g g e s t l i e s e v e r t o l d ,

t h e R e p u b l i c a n s b r o u g h t t h e r e c a l l i n t o f r u i t i o n . D e m o c r a t s

a n d R e p u b l i c a n s w i l l r e m a i n a t w a r i n t h e G o l d e n S t a t e f o r q u i t e

a s t e a l t h c o n s e r v a t i v e .

W i t h o n e B u s h f a s t - t r a c k n o m i n e e d o w n a n d a t l e a s t t w o
S i n c e

o t h e r s t o g o , t h e D e m o c r a t i c fi l i b u s t e r c o n t i n u e s i n t h e S e n a t e

a s t h e h i g h c o u r t p r o d u c e s a s e r i e s o f 5 t o 4 d e c i s i o n s .



W h e t h e r I t b e b y v o t e r - I n i t i a t i v e o r t h r o u g h t h e

legislature, three strikes needs to be changed,
b e t o s e t f r e e p r e d a t o r s a n d v i o l e n t r e c i d i v i s t s , b u t

to close an ugly chapter of Cal i fornia history where both

shoplifters and drug addicts receive life sentences alongside

m u r d e r e r s a n d c h i l d m o l e s t e r s .

/ /-- especially If aRepublican wins the recall electian.
w i t h t h e r e s t o f e y l i f e

Having to pay my debt to this Insane
O n l y I a m n o t

s o m e t i m e
/ y T h e g o a l s h o u l d

N o w i t a l l m a k e s s e n s e a s I p a y
n e v e r

f o r t h e c r i m e o f n o t h i n g .

society is the cruelest joke of them all.
If Ideserve 26 years to life for anonviolent drugl a u g h i n g ,

o f f e n s e , t h e n a l l government officials deserve to be recalled. W h i l e I a m s u r e a n a v a l a n c h e o f d r u g w a r a d v o c a t e s w o u l d

d i s a g r e e , b u t I a m n o t a c r i m i n a l ,

to give his elderly mom ahug and akiss as afreeman before
I s t h a t t o o m u c h t o a s k ?

I ' m j u s t s o m e g u y w h o w a n t s

DMth Ham outlived It’s Osefulnees"
By Eugene Alexander Dey

" T h e i n d o B t r y o f
s h e d i e s .

L i f e F o r N o t h i n g W h e n C h i l d P r e d a t o r s G o F r e e

I t i s a n u g l y

I t Is s imply wrong to t rust
s h o u l d l i v e o r d i e

This includes the recent abduction .

old girl in Sarasota, Florida.

The Supreme Court's decisions in Andrade and Ewing surprised

h a r d l y a n y o n e , w h i l e t h e h o l d i n g i n S t o g n e r l i t e r a l l y c a m e o u t

T h e p r o p o n e n t s o f m a i n t a i n i n g t h e t h r e e s t r i k e s

s t a t u s q u o a r g u e d t h a t a l i t a n y o f n o n v i o l e n t t h i r d s t r i k e r s

would be unleashed on society if the law were upset in any way.

P u b l i c s a f e t y w a s t h e b a t t l e c r y .

that same court released about 800 child molesters on that very

T h i s s i m p l y f a l l s t o m a k e a n y s e n s e .

T h e S t o g n e r c o u r t h e a r d a r g u m e n t s o n a s t a t e ' s l i m i t s i n

i t s e x p o s t f a c t o z e a l t o p r o t e c t i t s c h i l d r e n , w h i l e t h e A n d r a d e

should abol ish the death penalty.A m e r i c a

a n d m e a n - s p i r i t e d l a w. M o r e o v e r ,

t r ia l cour ts to de termine i f one o f n o w h e r e .A m e r i c a n

regardless of the offense,

a n d m u r d e r o f t h e 11 y e a r

A c a p i t a l
M u r d e rcrime brings out the worst in society,

a r e o v e r z e a l o u s
Y e t , j u s t a f e w m o n t h s l a t e ;

E v e n w o r s ein any form is aterrible thing,
and law enforcement officers who go t o o f a r i n t h e i r

and severely punish the offender.
p r o s e c u t o r s

e f f o r t s t o s o l v e t h e c r i m e

A t b e s t , a g u i l t y

s a m e s o c i e t y .

killer confesses on his own, removing
I n n o c e n t p e r s o n i s s e n t

often the phenomenon of actual Innocence
A t w o r s t , a nany doubt as to gui l t ,

t o t h e i r d e a t h ,

is caused by questionable testimony, jail-house informants who
should never be trusted, and overly suggestive identification

conducted by bias law enforcement.

a n d E w i n g c o u r t h a d t o d e c i d e w h e t h e r t h r e e s t r i k e s v i o l a t e s

the E igh th Amendment 's ban aga ins t c rue l and unusua l pun ishment .

O n e w o u l d t h i n k t h e n o n v i o l e n t t h i r d s t r i k e r s w o u l d s t a n d a

T o o

b e t t e r c h a n c e t h a n t h e c h i l d r a p i s t s .

p r o c e d u r e s S e x o f f e n d e r s c o m m i t t i n g h e i n o u s a c t s g e n e r a l l y f u e l

d r a c o n i a n s e n t e n c i n g s t a t u t e s . M o s t o f u s s e r v i n g t h i r d s t r i k e

l i f e s e n t e n c e s h a v e a b s o l u t e l y n o s e x u a l d e v i a n c e i n o u r

b a c k g r o u n d s w h a t s o e v e r. W h a t m a k e s i t a l l h a r d e r t o a c c e p t

i s t h e f a c t t h a t c h i l d p r e d a t o r s r e c e i v e d c o n s t i t u t i o n a l r e l i e f

c a p i t a l t r i a lonly real chance the accused has in a
retain top-notch legal representation.

T h e

J u s t i c e
i s t h e a b i l i t y t o

i s n o t c h e a p i n A m e r i c a .

Don’t forsake our Drug War Brothers &Sisters!



S c o t t P e t e r s o n , w h o I s a c c u s e d o f k i l l i n g h t s p r e g n a n t

w i f e a n d f a c i n g t h e d e a t h p e n a l t y , w a s a b l e t o a f f o r d n o t e d

/ re x t r e m e e x a m p l e o f t h e t o u g h e s t s e n t e n c i n g l a w I n t h e A m e r i c a n

c r i m i n a l j u s t i c e s y s t e m .

I n a 5 t o 4 r u l i n g , t h e S u p r e m e C o u r t h e l d t h a t s e n d i n g

p e t t y t h e f t o f f e n d e r s t o p r i s o n f o r l i f e d i d n o t v i o l a t e t h e

8 t h A m e n d m e n t ' s b a n a g a i n s t c r u e l a n d u n u s u a l p u n i s h m e n t . H a d

t h e t h r e e s t r i k e s b e e n s u c c e s s f u l l y c h a l l e n g e d I n A n d r a d e a n d

Ew ing , many o f us wou ld have t r i ed to expand the scope o f t he

d e c i s i o n t o fi t o u r c a s e s . T h i s j u s t w a s n ' t m e a n t t o b e .

Genera l ly, the h igh cour t avo ids usurp ing astate 's

s o v e r e i g n r i g h t t o c r e a t e t h e i r o w n l a w s . T h u s , s t a t e

l e g i s l a t u r e s a r e r e s p o n s i b l e f o r fi x i n g t h e i r o w n l a w s , n o t

t h e c o u r t s .

/O
N o m a t t e r h o w t h e c a s e t u r n s - o u t ,

G e r r a g o s I s a s k i l l e d l i t i g a t o r w h o w i l l d i l i g e n t l y r e p r e s e n t

t r i a l a t t o r n e y . H a r k G e r r a g o s .

t h e a c c u s e d .

I n t h e a d v e r s a r i a l t e s t i n g p r o c e s s , b o t h t h e p r o s e c u t o r

a n d t h e d e f e n s e a t t o r n e y s a r e o p p o n e n t s . E a c h h a v e t h e i r r o l e s .

T h e p r o s e c u t o r I s t h e s e e k e r - o f - t r u t h a n d r e p r e s e n t s t h e

I n t e r e s t s o f t h e p e o p l e . T h e d e f e n s e a t t o r n e y I s d u t y - b o u n d

t o c h a l l e n g e h i s o p p o n e n t a t e v e r y s t a g e o f t h e p r o c e e d i n g s .

M o s t c a p i t a l d e f e n d a n t s a r e p o o r, u n e d u c a t e d m a l e s , a n d

d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y A f r i c a n A m e r i c a n . T h e q u a l i t y o f a p p o i n t e d

r e p r e s e n t a t i o n I n d i g e n t d e f e n d a n t s r e c e i v e i s n o t e v e n c l o s e

t o w h a t i s n e e d e d t o o v e r c o m e t h e e f f o r t s o f p r o - d e a t h

p r o s e c u t o r s . W h i l e P e t e r s o n w i l l r e c e i v e t h e b e s t d e f e n s e o n l y

m o n e y c a n b u y , t h e p o o r g e t w h a t t h e y a l w a y s g e t — t h e b a r e

A l l o v e r t h e c o u n t r y s t a t e g o v e r n m e n t s a r e m o d i f y i n g a n d

E v e n M i c h i g a n a n da b a n d o n i n g m a n y o f t h e i r t o u g h e s t m e a s u r e s .

New York , who had some of the most severe ant i -drug measures

I n t h e n a t i o n , h a v e m o d i fi e d t h e i r s e n t e n c i n g s c h e m e s .

S t a t e g o v e r n m e n t s a r e c o m i n g t o t h e c o n c l u s i o n t h a t b e i n g

s m a r t - o n - c r l m e m e a n s t h e y c a n n o t c o n t i n u e t o i n d e fi n i t e l y s u p p o r t

m i n i m u m .

I h a v e a h a r d - t i m e fi n d i n g s y m p a t h y f o r s o m e o n e w h o

M a y b e I f t h e s y s t e m c o u l dv i c i o u s l y m u r d e r s , r a p e s a n d m o l e s t s .m a m m o t h p r i s o n s y s t e m s .

g u c u r a n t e e p e r f e c t i o n , p e r h a p s d e a t h w o u l d b e w a r r a n t e d . H o w e v e r ,

t h e A m e r i c a n s y s t e m o f j u s t i c e I s f a r f r o m p e r f e c t . I t ' s a
W i t h C a l i f o r n i a l a w m a k e r s a m o n g t h e t o u g h e s t i n t h e n a t i o n ,

t h e r e I s a l o t o f p r e s s u r e f o r t h e m t o g e t s m a r t a s w e l l .

W h e t h e r o r n o t t h e y d o s o r e m a i n s t o b e s e e n .
m o s a i c o f m l s e r a b l e s .

A m e r i c a ' s c o u r t s a r e b u s y p r o c e s s i n g a n e n d l e s s s u p p l y

o f d r u g o f f e n d e r s . D u e p r o c e s s , a d e q u a t e r e p r e s e n t a t i o n , a n d

o t h e r c o n s t i t u t i o n a l s a f e g u a r d s b e c o m e d i s t o r t e d I n t h e f a s t - f o o d

m e n t a l i t y o f A m e r i c a n j u s t i c e . I t I s f o o l i s h t o b e l i e v e a

w e l l - o i l e d I n c a r c e r a t i o n m a c h i n e s h o u l d b e t r u s t e d t o f a i r l y

a n d j u s t l y t r y a c a p i t a l c r i m e — 1 0 0 p e r c e n t o f t h e t i m e .

T h e o p t i o n o f l i f e w i t h o u t t h e p o s s i b i l i t y o f p a r o l e ( LW O P )

I n l i e u o f t h e c a p i t a l p u n i s h m e n t I s v i a b l e . A s a n I n m a t e l a w

c l e r k I n a m a x i m u m s e c u r i t y p r i s o n , I b e f r i e n d e d m a n y L W O P

S i x D o w n a n d T w e n t y To G o

When the prison bus pulled Into Susanvtlle, Iwas In bad

W h i l e t h e a c h e s a n d p a i n s f r o m a 1 2 h o u r s h a c k l e d b u s

T h e t r i p t h r o u g h

s h a p e ,

r i d e w o u l d h e a l , p s y c h o l o g i c a l l y , I w a s a m e s s ,

my hometown of Sacramento exacerbated the fact I'm not even

e l ig ib le fo r pa ro le un t i l 2024 . The pa in fu l rea l i t i es o f my

situation stay with me morning, noon and night. The ghosts

from my past and present torture me In my sleep and stalk me
W e l c o m e t o m y w o r l d .l i k e a G r i m R e a p e r t h r o u g h o u t t h e d a y .



C o r r e c t i o n s ?O n c e t h e i r a p p e a l s a r ei n m a t e s w h o a t o n e p o i n t f a c e d d e a t h ,

exhausted, the real izat ion sets- in that they wi l l never see
W h a t s o c i e t y d o e s n o t s e a i s t h e d e a d - t o -

t h e - w o r l d l o o k i n t h e i r e y e s — i t i s n o t a p r e t t y s i g h t .

n The CDC o f today ba re ly resemb les the p r i son sys tem I

e n t e r e d i n 1 9 8 8 . A l m o s t e v e r y p r o g r a m o f c o n s e q u e n c e h a s b e e n

e l i m i n a t e d . P o s t - s e c o n d a r y c o r r e c t i o n a l e d u c a t i o n w a s c a n c e l e d

in the '90s along wi th fami ly v is i t ing and weight t ra in ing.

T h e f e w r e m a i n i n g v o c a t i o n a l p r o g r a m s h a v e r e c e n t l y b e e n

d i s c o n t i n u e d . A n d v i s i t i n g h a s b e e n c u t - d o w n t o o n l y t w o - d a y s

t h e s t r e e t s a g a i n .

t i W O P

i s a v e r y h a r s h p e n a l t y .

I t cos ts rough ly $2 m i l l i on to t r y acap i ta l case in
A d e a t hC a l i f o r n i a , s i x t i m e s h i g h e r t h a n a n o n - c a p i t a l t r i a l ,

row inmate receives an automatic appeal that can take decades
T h a t v e r y s a m e I n m a t e

a w e e k .

F u r t h e r m o r e , t h e r e a r e t e n s o f t h o u s a n d s o f 1 s t a n d 2 n d

strikers serving lengthy sentences. Many of them are nonviolent

o f f e n d e r s l i k e m y s e l f . W h i l e t h e y m i g h t n o t b e s e r v i n g l i f e ,

their prison terms have been doubled and they must serve 80

percent to 85 percent of their sentences. Thus, correct ional
f a c i l i t i e s a c r o s s t h e s t a t e a r e t e e m i n g w i t h n o n v i o l e n t 1 s t ,

2nd, and 3rd strikers who are not offered any meaningful programs
i n c e n t i v e s t o b e t t e r t h e m s e l v e s .

T r e a t m e n t f o r t h e d i s e a s e o f a d d i c t i o n i s s l o w l y b e i n g

e m b r a c e d b y c o r r e c t i o n a l a d m i n i s t r a t o r s . T h e C D C h a s b e g u n

t o o f f e r s u b s t a n c e a b u s e p r o g r a m s . B e c a u s e o n l y 8 , 2 2 6 t r e a t m e n t

b e d s a r e a v a i l a b l e t o s e r v e a p o p u l a t i o n o f 1 6 0 , 0 0 0 I n m a t e s ,

o n l y a s m a l l p e r c e n t a g e a r e e l i g i b l e .

To r e c e i v e l i f e f o r a d d i c t i o n i s b a d e n o u g h . T h e i n j u s t i c e

is amplified when we are excluded from both community-based

— a l l a t t h e e x p e n s e o f t h e t a x p a y e r ,

given the lesser penalty of LWOP is only guaranteed aone-shot

appeal that is usually finalized in acouple of years.
As aCa l i f o rn ia p r i sone r se rv ing a l i f e sen tence fo r a

nonviolent drug offense, Ihave firsthand knowledge how justice
W e g e tw o r k s f o r t h o s e o f u s o n t h e b o t t o m r u n g s o f s o c i e t y.

what we pay for —afract ion of what ar ich man gets.
As California prepared to execute death row inmate Kevin

Cooper, Ihad no way of knowing if he really killed that family
B u t I d o k n o w

o r

i n C h i n o H i l l s i n t h e e a r l y ' 8 0 s . W o o n e d o e s .

one thing —capital punishment no longer has aplace in a
I t h a d a p u r p o s e i n t h e m i d - 1 9 t h C e n t u r y ,

I n m o d e m t i m e s .

c i v i l i z e d s o c i e t y ,

a n d i t c a m e s w i f t l y a t t h e e n d o f a r o p e ,

the death penalty is an abomination that needs to be expunged
f r o m t h e l a w b o o k s f o r e v e r .

a n d i n s t i t u t i o n a l t r e a t m e n t . C o n t e m p o r a r y c o r r e c t i o n a l

m e t h o d o l o g i e s a r e n o t b a s e d o n l o g i c o r s o l i d e v i d e n c e — b u t

h a v e b e c o m e a m o s a i c o f m i s e r a b l e s .

The Supreme Court and State Government

Thousands o f us , ou r l oved ones , and suppo r te rs we re hop ing

f o r a f a v o r a b l e r u l i n g i n L o c k y e r v. A n d r a d e a n d E w i n g v.

C a l i f o r n i a ( 2 0 0 3 ) . U n d e r C a l i f o r n i a l a w , p e t t y t h e f t , a

m i s d e m e a n o r , c a n b e e l e v a t e d t o a f e l o n y. T h i s i s t h e m o s t

E U G E N E A L E X A N D E R D E Y i s a t h r e e s t r i k e s o f f e n d e r s e r v i n g a l i f e
s e n t e n c e i n S u s a n v l l l e S t a t e P r i s o n . H e i s a c o l l e g e e d u c a t e d
f r e e l a n c e w r i t e r w h o r e p r e s e n t s h i m s e l f a s h e c h a l l e n g e s h i s
c o n v i c t i o n a n d s e n t e n c e .

EUGENE ALEXANDER DEY is an nonvlolent drug offender serving
a th ree s t r i kes l i fe sen tence a t the s ta te p r i son in Susanv l l l e .
He is a lso aSacramento nat ive , a f ree lance wr i ter, and a former
student at CSUS who majored In Sociology with aconcentration
in crime and deviance. Currently he represents himself in pro
s e a s h e c h a l l e n g e s h i s c o n v i c t i o n a n d s e n t e n c e .



17s t a t e p r i s o n s o f f e r e d a n u m b e r o f i n c e n t i v e s a n d p r o g r a m s .

I t o o k a d v a n t a g e o f t h e m a l l .

By the t ime Iparoled from pr ison in 1994, Iwas col lege

e d u c a t e d a n d a p u b l i s h e d w r i t e r . I h a d m a d e a b r e a k w i t h m y

a n t i s o c i a l p a s t a n d l e f t p r i s o n a b e t t e r m a n . T h e f e l o n i o u s

t J U S T I C E I N T H E G O b O E N S T ? V T E

B y E u g e n e A l e x a n d e r D e y

Tw o l a n d m a r k 5 t o 4 S u p r e m e C o u r t d e c i s i o n s c a m e - d o w n i n

2 0 0 3 t h a t s t a b b e d m y c o m r a d e s a n d I i n t h e h e a r t ,

o f u s a r e s e r v i n g l i f e s e n t e n c e s f o r n o n v i o l e n t c r i m e s w h i l e

T h o u s a n d s
youngster who committed those crimes no longer existed.

The college programs then-offered by the California

Department of Corrections (COC) provided one with the opportunity
Aco l lege educat ion g ives aconv ic ted

f e l o n a n o p p o r t u n i t y t o a s s i m i l a t e b a c k i n t o s o c i e t y .

I c l o s e d o n e c h a p t e r a n d s t a r t e d a n e w

c h i l d s e x a b u s e r s a r e b a r r e d f r o m p r o s e c u t i o n , e x o n e r a t e d a n d

l i b e r a t e d . N o t h i n g m a k e s s e n s e a n y m o r e . W i t h C a l i f o r n i a ' s
t o c h a n g e f o r t h e b e t t e r .

r e c a l l j u s t a r o u n d t h e c o r n e r a n d t h e 2 0 0 4 e l e c t i o n c y c l e k i c k i n g

i n t o g e a r , I c a n n o t e s c a p e t h e f e e l i n g t h a t w e a r e a l l g o i n g

t o d i e i n p r i s o n b e c a u s e o f a j u s t i c e s y s t e m t h a t h a s b e e n

T h a t

i s e x a c t l y w h a t I d i d .

o n e .

p e r m a n e n t l y c o m p r o m i s e d .Upon release Istudied sociology ful l- t ime at CSUS while

I o w n e d a n d o p e r a t e d a s m a l l c o n s t r u c t i o n c o m p a n y,

afull-on multitasker and was moving up the socioeconomic ladder.

Sadly, a f ter over seven years o f sobr ie ty, I re lapsed.

In amoment of weakness, Istarted using again. In doing so,

I r e a w a k e n e d a d o r m a n t d i s e a s e .

One night in 1998, Iwas pulled over by the CHP who
discovered asmall amount of methamphetamine and marijuana in

E v e r s i n c e t h a t f a t e f u l n i g h t I h a v e b e e n t r e a t e d

l i k e a k i l l e r . A l l I d i d w a s r e l a p s e . I n m y a d d i c t i o n , I

T h e s e A r e T h e F a c t sI b e c a m e

O n M a r c h 5 , 2 0 0 3 , i n L o c k y e r v . A n d r a d e a n d E w i n g v .

C a l i f o r n i a , t h e S u p r e m e C o u r t o f t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s r u l e d i t

w a s n o t c r u e l a n d u n u s u a l p u n i s h m e n t t o s e n d m i n o r c r i m i n a l s

t o p r i s o n f o r l i f e .

T h r e e s t r i k e s c a m e i n t o b e i n g i n 1 9 9 4 a f t e r R i c h a r d A l l e n

D a v i s , a s e x u a l p r e d a t o r w i t h a l o n g r a p s h e e t , k i l l e d a 1 2

m y v e h i c l e . C a l i f o r n i a l a w m a k e r s a n d v o t e r s q u i c k l yy e a r o l d P o l l y K l a a s .

a d o p t e d a n a l l - i n c l u s i v e r e p e a t o f f e n d e r l a w t h a t l i t e r a l l y

b o t h e r e d n o o n e .

W h i l e a l l n o n v i o l e n t t h r e e s t r i k e r s h a v e t h e i r o w n
i n c l u d e d " a l l " o f f e n d e r s .

Te n y e a r s l a t e r , e v e n t h o u g h e a r l y i n d i c a t i o n s d i d n o t

l ook good , we hoped the Supreme Cour t wou ld do the r i gh t t h ing

a n d r u l e C a l i f o r n i a w a s g o i n g t o o f a r i n i t s d e s i r e t o c r a c k d o w n

i n d i v i d u a l i z e d s t o r i e s , w e a l l s u f f e r f r o m p r e c i s e l y t h e s a m e

It is simply wrong to incarcerate someone for l i fei n j u s t i c e .

A t w o r s t , w ew h e n t h e y h a v e n o t c o m m i t t e d a v i o l e n t c r i m e ,

s h o u l d b e i n c o m m u n i t y - b a s e d t r e a t m e n t f a c i l i t i e s b y v i r t u e

o f o u r d e c i s i o n s t o d i s c o n t i n u e c o m m i t t i n g s e r i o u s c r i m e .

o n v i o l e n c e . W e w e r e w r o n g .

T h i s c o u r t h a s a l o n g s t a n d i n g t r a d i t i o n o f d e f e r r i n g t o
W e

s t a t e l e g i s l a t u r e s i n m a k i n g a n d i m p l e m e n t i n g s u c h i m p o r t a n t

w r o t e S a n d r a D a y O ' C o n n o r f o r t h e
d o n o t b e l o n g i n p r i s o n — e s p e c i a l l y n o t f o r l i f e .

p o l i c y d e c i s i o n s . i j o r l t y .

s h e l i e d .



7A n y F e l o n y

,on June 26, 2003, In Stogner v. California, the high
law which allowed the prosecution of

statute of l imi tat ions had a l ready

under this law had committed

'Reynolds Stogner was convicted of

T h e n I a m a t h r e e s t r i k e s d r u g o f f e n d e r s e r v i n g a s e n t e n c e o f

T e n y e a r s i n t oc o u r t s t r u c k - d o w n a 1 9 9 3

c h i l d : n o l e s t e r s w h e n t h e
26 to life for possession of methamphetamine.I t
t h i s h e a v y - h a n d e d s o c i a l e x p e r i m e n t a n d s t o r i e s l i k e m i n e a r e

a l l - t o o - c o m m o n . R e g a r d l e s s o f w h a t t h e p r o p o n e n t s o f d r a c o n i a n

leg is la t ion profess, my only cr ime is Iam aman wi th apast .

P e o p l e l i k e m e a r e n o t c r i m i n a l s . W e a r e c o l l a t e r a l d a m a g e

i n t h e w a r o n d r u g s .

T h r e e s t r i k e s i s n o t a n e n t i r e l y m i s g u i d e d c o n c e p t . I f

someone has perpetrated three acts of violence on three separate

Many of those prosecuted
M a r i o n

e x p i r e d .

u n s p e a k a b l e a c t s ,

repeatedly raping his daughters from 1955 to 1973.
cr ime law seems l i ke a= i t ag lance, th is ch i ld sex

j u s t i fi a b l e c o n c e r n

o f f e n d e r s a r e o f t e n b r i l l i a n t

v ic t im ize ahe lp less demograph ic .

A f t e r a l l , s e xa b o u t c h i l d m o l e s t a t i o n .

in masking their deviance as they
Child molesters are considered

occasions, then by all means bring down on them the full weight
T h i s 1 s m o r e t h a n e n o u g h f o rm o n s t e r s . o f t h e c r i m i n a l j u s t i c e s y s t e m ,

a n y s o c i e t y t o e n d u r e .

Ye t , C a l i f o r n i a h a s g o n e t o o f a r .

held that Cal i fornia 's 1993

w i t h i n t h e r e t r o a c t i v i t y

o f c h i l d m o l e s t a t i o n ,

criminals to prison for life, astate is

However, the Supreme Cour t

c h i l d s e x c r i m e l a w f a i l e d t o c o m e
A t s o m e p o i n t , e n o u g h i s e n o u g h .

T h e y i n c l u d e d " a n y "

T h i s c o v e r s t o oI n c a s e sl i m i t s o f t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n ,

u n l i k e s e n d i n g m i n o r

not always able to change its laws.

felony within the language of the statute,

m u c h g r o u n d ,

felony priors and find themselves arrested for abad check.

I f s o m e o n e h a s t w o o r m o r e s e r i o u s o r v i o l e n t

adrunk dr iv ing , or adrug charge they are automat ica l ly e l ig ib le

O n l y C a l i f o r n i a a p p l i e s t h i s s e n t e n c i n gf o r a l i f e s e n t e n c e .

"The CDC And Meaningful Access To The Courts"

By Eugene Alexander Dey
m a n d a t e i n s u c h a m a n n e r .

S e r i o u s C r i m i n a l i t y a n d M a k i n g a B r e a k

My background is common among three strikers —it Involves

r o b b e r y, b u r g l a r y a n d d r u g s .

My introduction to the criminal justice system began in
A n a c c o m p l i c e a n d I r o b b e d a N o r t h H i g h l a n d s

I r e c e i v e d a y e a r i n

though the Supreme Court held prisoners do not have

a"free-standing right" to alaw library, prison systems are
still obligated to provide Inmates with meaningful access to
the courts. (See Lewis v. Casey (1996) 518 O.S. 343)

"Each facility shall provide materials through its law

library to provide meaningful access to the courts.
Therefore, meaningful access is achieved in the

E v e n

1 9 8 4 w h e n I w a s 1 8 .

N o o n e w a s I n j u r e d .c o n v e n i e n c e s t o r e .

t h e c o u n t y j a i l .

In 1988, Ireceived a12 year prison term for two separate

A g a i n , n o o n e w a s I n j u r e d .

S i n c e a d d i c t i o n t o m e t h a m p h e t a m i n e w a s t h e r o o t c a u s e o f

( 1 5 C C R

§ 3 1 2 2 ( a ) )

California Department of Corrections (CDC) when afacility
r e s i d e n t i a l b u r g l a r i e s .

is stocked with the lengthy inventory of legal mater ials

F u r t h e r, t h e D O M s t a t e s t h e s e

l i b r a r y
my deviance, Ichose to rehabi l i ta te mysel f . A t t h a t t i m e .

l i s t e d i n D O M § 5 3 0 6 0 . 1 1 .



L m a t e r i a l s s h a l l b e k e p t c u r r e n t a n d " k c o n t i n u i n g s u b s c r i p t i o nW e l c o m e t o t h e w o r l dT h e s e a r e m e r e l y a f e w e x a m p l e s .

of the Cal i forn ia state pr isoner where cumulat ive in just ices

are inflicted on the entire population who simply have no voice,

ns h a l l b e m a i n t a i n e d . . . " ( D O M § 5 3 0 6 0 . 1 2 . )

c o n d i t i o n i s s u e s t o t h e f e d e r a l c o u r t s . F u r t h e r , s t a t e h a b e a s

C o p i e s o f 6 0 2 s , I k C a g e n d a s

a n d m i n u t e s ( I f a v a i l a b l e ) , d e c l a r a t i o n s , a n d a n y o t h e r

r u l e s d o n o t r e q u i r e a fi l i n g f e e .n o r i g h t s , n o r e p r e s e n t a t i o n .

^a state prisoners in the Cali fornia prison system, we

s u p p o r t i n g d o c u m e n t a t i o n s h o u l d b e a p p e n d e d t o t h e p e t i t i o n .

A s e p a r a t e m e m o r a n d u m o f p o i n t s a n d a u t h o r i t i e s s h o u l d b e

p r e p a r e d a s w e l l .

We are the king's peasants and treated

Taxation without representat ion has arenewed

O p p r e s s i o n c o m e s

a r e m e r e f o d d e r ,

a c c o r d i n g l y ,

meaning for 160,000 of us and our loved ones.
T h e d e c i s i o n t o p r o c e e d t o t h e s t a t e o r f e d e r a l c o u r t s

s h o u l d b e w e l l t h o u g h t o u t .

t o m i n d .

I f f e a s i b l e , n u m e r o u s i n m a t e s w h o

a r e m e m b e r s o f t h e g r o u p 6 0 2 s h o u l d b r i n g f o r t h a n u m b e r o f

court challenges to put as much pressure on the CDC and offending
i n s t i t u t i o n s a s p o s s i b l e .

This is not just about budget problems, pork barrel

politics, and spending cuts —this is about people. T h i s i s

a b o u t s o c i e t y .

As amember o f avo ice less popu la t ion, Ispeak for a l l
We have no th ing more to g ive .

Give some of it back and leave us alone.

For pr isoners a l ready l i t iga t ing c la ims in the cour ts ,

especially under 28 OSC §2254 (habeas) or 42 DSC §1983 (civil),
t h e y s h o u l d m o t i o n t h e c o u r t f o r a p p o i n t m e n t o f c o u n s e l . T h e

m o v a n t s h o u l d i n c l u d e t h e s a m e a b o v e - m e n t i o n e d a t t a c h m e n t s a n d

p o i n t t o w a r d s t h e c o r r e c t a u t h o r i t i e s a u t h o r i z i n g t h e c o u r t

t o a p p o i n t c o u n s e l . A d d i t i o n a l l y , t h e m o v a n t s h o u l d a s k t h e

c o u r t t o o r d e r t h e C D C t o b r i n g t h e i r c o l l e c t i o n s i n t o

c o m p l i a n c e .

B e c a u s e o f s c a r c e t a x d o l l a r s , a n d t h e b u r e a u c r a t i c

d i s o b e d i e n c e d i s p l a y e d b y t h e C D C , t h i s p a r t i c u l a r p r i s o n

condit ion needs to be challenged on many fronts —especial ly
b e h i n d t h e w a l l .

w h e n I s a y : " E n o u g h 1 s e n o u g h .

Y o u ' v e t a k e n i t a l l .

When looking for some other miserable demographic to
demonize —the prisoncrat should simply look in the mirror.

I I CAL IFORNIA 'S THREE STRIKES AND THE NONVIOLENT L IFER"

B y E u g e n e A l e x a n d e r O e y

T h e y s a y a c r i m i n a l a l w a y s r e t u r n s t o t h e s c e n e o f t h e

c r i m e . A p p r o a c h i n g t h e p l a c e w h e r e I w a s a r r e s t e d n e a r t h e

An te lope ex i t on I -BO, an eno rmous sense o f l oss ove rwhe lmed

m e . I f e l t l i k e I w a s v i e w i n g t h e s p o t w h e r e I w a s k i l l e d .

This was the second day of atwo day journey from one end

of the state to the other. Shackled at the waist and again

a t t h e a n k l e s , I w a s a s t a t e p r i s o n e r i n t r a n s i t f r o m a

c o r r e c t i o n a l f a c i l i t y i n s o u t h e r n - C a l i f o r n l a t o a n o t h e r i n

The exper ience of seeing my hometown was a lmost

t o o m u c h t o b a r e . I t h a s b e e n s i x l o n g y e a r s .

M e a n i n g f u l A c c e s s S t a n ^ A s I s

A f t e r L e w i s v. C a s e y, s u p r a , t h e C D C a t t e m p t e d t o r e l i e v e

t h e m s e l v e s o f t h e d u t y t o m a i n t a i n n u m e r o u s l e g a l c o l l e c t i o n s

i n e a c h o f t h e i r 3 2 p r i s o n s .

I n G i l m o r e v . C a l i f o r n i a ( 9 t h C l r . 2 0 0 0 ) 2 2 0 F . 3 d 9 8 7 ,

t h e N i n t h C i r c u i t o r d e r e d t h e d i s t r i c t c o u r t t o c o n d u c t a n
S u s a n v l l l e .



7 . 0 W h i l e t h e S c h w a r z e n e g g e r a d m i n i s t r a t i o n t a l k s a b o u t i n m a t e

population cuts and prison closures, California is the recipient
And the guard's power-base is ^

still unmatched. Awhole generation of CCPOA-owned lawmakers

st i l l in Sacramento wait ing to do the guard's bidding.

c o n s t i t u t i o n a levidentiary hearing so the CDC could develop a
decades-old practice of maintaining expensivea l t e r n a t i v e t o t h e

l a w l i b r a r i e s .

2 0 0 2 b e c a u s e

t h e i r

(See stipulation in Gilmore v. California, No. C-66-45878-SI

o f a s k e w e d s t a t e g o v e r n m e n t .The CDC inevitably abandoned their efforts in

they could not show the court how they would meet
constitutional obligations absent the updated materials.

a r e

It is not my position that corrections is the only problem
N o r d o I a t t e m p t t o d i m i n i s h s o c i e t y ' s

B u t t h e c o r r e c t i o n a l

p l a g u i n g o u r s o c i e t y ,

j us t i fiab le concern w i th pub l i c sa fe ty,

special Interests have been acorrupting Influence for so long

A p r i l 6 , 2 0 0 2 )N . D . C a l( U . S . D i e t . C t

Despite the CDC's unsuccessful legal challenge, the
collections of legal materials throughout the nation's largest
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s ome th ing d ras t i c needs t o be done .fallen into various stages of disrepair.p r i s o n s y s t e m h a v e

S i n c e b u d g e t d e fi c i t s a r e t h e c a u s e .
As an Inmate I've lived under the reign of the CCPOA for

over half adecade as anonviolent three strikes drug offender.
I s e e a n a r m y o f o v e r p a i d

the problem is l ike ly to

b e f o r e i t g e t s a n y b e t t e r .g e t w o r s e
I s e e fi r s t h a n d w h a t s o c i e t y c a n n o t .

Cha l l eng ing the CDC

In order to begin aserious challenge to this correctional officers absolutely bloated on government funds.
They need to be p lacedThey own this state and think it's funny.unconstitutional prison condition, prisoner litigants should

M o r e o v e r , I n m a t e o n h a l f r a t i o n s , n o t u s .

California inmates as ademographic have nothing else to

forced to spend the rest of our lives in these
T h e g u a r d s h a v e t a k e n i t a l l .

6 0 2 s .begin by filing individual and/or group
(lAC) should include this issue on theirA d v i s o r y C o u n c i l s

agendas in order to show a
g i v e , w e a r e

G u l a g s o f p i l l a g e d h u m a n i t y.

It is through mismanagement and greed that atS.B billion

rev iew ing cour t tha t loca l e f fo r ts

a r e f u t i l e .

S t a t e

of the time-consuming and convoluted nature of bringing prison
habeas petitions would be the obvious choice because

looks to the inmate population when pressured by

They extort us —we are economic
s t a t e a g e n c y

t h e l e g i s l a t u r e t o t r i m c o s t s .

h o s t a g e s .

All the money we receive from our loved ones and the

collect-only telephone calls we place are both heavily taxed.
D B A V I H G P S I S O N A B E i m H A N

By Eugene Alexander Dey

Currently, 33 percent is deducted from all incoming moneys —
which will increase to an astounding 55 percent in mid-2004.

T h e t e l e p h o n e s e r v i c e

I n t o T h e B e l l y o f t h e B e s e t

twenty-two year old high school dropout,

Iwas ready to sake abreak with ey past,
intended it to be as such, Ihad becoma aviolence-prone drug
addict wi th atwelve year pr ison sentence.

I n 1 9 8 8 , a s a
A l l o f i t u n d e r t h e g u i s e o f r e s t i t u t i o n ,

providers have been awarded the lucrative California prison
contract without even having to place abid —with the CDC

A l t h o u g h I n e v e r

W o r e c e i v e t h e w o r s treceiv ing tens of mi l l ions in k ickbacks,
deal Imaginable due to this "no-bid" arrangement.



yA b f a r a s c o r r e c t i o n s g o , t h e C O C I s t o o l a r g e a n d t h e

union representing the 29,000 prison guards too powerful.

A n u m b e r o f t h i n g s h a v e t o h a p p e n I f t h e C D C I s e v e r t o

a s s u m e t h e i r p l a c e a l o n g s i d e , n o t a b o v e , o t h e r s t a t e a g e n c i e s .

-Al l nonvio lent drug offenders. Inc luding second and th i rd

s t r i k e r s , n e e d t o b e p l a c e d I n c o m m u n i t y - b a s e d t r e a t m e n t

f a c i l i t i e s . I n c a r c e r a t i n g d r u g o f f e n d e r s I n $ 3 0 , 0 0 0 a y e a r

p r i s o n b a d s f o r l e n g t h y a n d l i f e s e n t e n c e s n e e d s t o c o m e t o

a n e n d .

As much as Iha te to admi t I t , when Iwas younger, I had ^ f

To b e p e r f e c t l y h o n e s t , I s t i l l d o . I g u e s s . I n s o m e

ways, Ialways will. Despite these dysfunctions, Icome to

you with how Itransformed myself Into amarketable product.
Ifound away to save myself from myself despite myself.

I t was a rea l easy dec i s i on . I t ook a long l ook a round

n e w e n v i r o n m e n t , I t o o k a n e v e n l o n g e r l o o k a t m y s e l f , a n d

d e c i d e d t o m a k e a 1 8 0 d e g r e e c h a n g e . I w a s n o t h a p p y . I k n e w

l i f e w o u l d c o n t i n u e t o b e a m o s a i c o f m l s e r a b l e s i f I d i d n ' t

i s s u e s .

m y

r a y

m a k e a n e e d e d c h a n g e .
- C h a n g e t h e s t a t e ' s r e c i d i v i s t s e n t e n c i n g s c h e m e s s o t h a t

lengthy and l i fe sentences are only given to violent cr iminals

a n d s e x u a l p r e d a t o r s .

- P e r m a n e n t l y c l o s e - d o w n a n u m b e r o f p r i s o n s I n r e s p o n s e

B e g i n w i t h t h e o l d e r , d i l a p i d a t e d p r i s o n s

A R e - I n v e n t i o n o f S e l f

The key to change is to Invest In strengths while
If you abuse drugs and alcohol, haveI d e n t i f y i n g w a a k n e a a a s .

apoor work history or arecord of robbing and stealing —you
t o t h e s e m o v e s . Yo u h a v e t o d e c i d e i f y o u w a n t

To l i v e t h e l i f e o f s o m e o n e w h o I s n ' t w i l l i n g

h a v e s o m e s e r i o u s w e a k n e s s e s ,

t o l i v e o r d i e .

t o w o r k f o r a l i v i n g l a n o t l i v i n g a t a l l . I t ' s l i k e b e i n g

d e a d a n d n o t e v e n k n o w i n g I t .

I r e i nven ted myse l f . I changed . I spen t my t ime away

f r o m s o c i e t y b e t t e r i n g m y s e l f ,

for a l lowing th is to happen that Idecided Iwould never a l low

ay weaknesses get the better of me ever again. Ibecame a

— b u t d o n ' t s t o p t h e r e .

T h e s w e e t h e a r t d e a l s t h e C C P O A r e c e i v e d f o r g e n e r o u s

c a m p a i g n c o n t r i b u t i o n s n e e d t o b e I d e n t i fi e d a n d u n d o n e ,

a r e I n e x c u s a b l e q u i d p r o q u o s .

T h e s e

I w a s s o c o n f u s e d a n d e m b a r r a s s e d
C a s e I n p o i n t , C D C o v e r t i m e :

R e c a l l e d G o v e r n o r G r a y D a v i s w a s u n c o n d i t i o n a l l y i n d e b t e d

t o t h e C C P O A f o r m i l l i o n s I n c a m p a i g n c o n t r i b u t i o n s . I n a d d i t i o n

t o g i v i n g t h e g u a r d s a $ 1 b i l l i o n p a y r a i s e I n 2 0 0 2 , h @

r e s t r i c t e d a w a r d e n ' s p o w e r t o d i s c i p l i n e g u a r d s w h o a b u s e t h e

p r o c e s s o f c a l l i n g I n s i c k .

The CDC was a l ready as ta te agency depend ing heav i l y on

o v e r t i m e . D a v i s a l l o w e d t h e C D C t o b e c o m e e v e n m o r e s o d e p e n d e n t

o n o v e r t i m e b y k n o w i n g l y p r o v i d i n g r a n k - a n d - fi l e g u a r d s t h e

p o w e r t o w r i t e t h e i r o w n r u l e s . B e c a u s e t h e u n i o n r u n s

c o r r e c t i o n s , n o t u p p e r e c h e l o n a d m i n i s t r a t o r s , c h r o n i c o v e r t i m e

a b u s e s r e s u l t i n t h e d e p a r t m e n t g o i n g o v e r b u d g e t b y h a l f o f

a b i l l i o n d o l l a r s a y e a r . T h i s I s h o w a p r i s o n g u a r d 1 s a b l e

t o e a r n a s a l a r y o f o v e r $ 1 0 0 , 0 0 0 .

I s t r o v e t o b u i l d a b e t t e r m a n w i t h at i r e l e s s t a s k m a s t e r ,

supe rhuman wo rk^a th l c .

To ■■■km auch amove for the better while Incarcerated la

of ten an ind iv idual ised ao}oum Into vo luntary so l i tude. I n

such places, the temptation to further one's deviance is peer
I n d i v i d u a l s b e c o m e t a r g e t s a s t h epressure of the worst kind,

population separate themselves Into all iances along ethnic and

Celebrating one's deviance takes precedence.

U n d e r a u c h p r e s s u r e I t t a k e s a t r u l y s t r o n g I n d i v i d u a l t o s t a n d

g e o g r a p h i c l i n e s .

a l o n e .

I w a s a b l e t o e a r n a c o l l e g eI m a d e a n u m b e r o f m o v e s .

d e g r e e . I q u i t s m o k i n g c i g a r e t t e s a n d a b s t a i n e d f r e e d r u g s .



Ibegan to do things with sarlousnass and dataralnatlon.
Suddenly words Ilka parsavaranca, honor and Integrity began

I t r a n s f o n s a d a y s a l f I n t o a r u n n a r

O n t h e o t h e r s i d e o f t h e d e b a t e a r e t h e a n t i - d r u g w a r. 3
pro-human rights opponents of the American prison phenomenon

those of us locked-up, our loved ones, and avery small
O u r a l l i e s a r e g e n e r a l l y

t o m a a n s o m a t h l n g t o n a .
i . e ● r

a n d a w o r k o u t j u n k i e .
n u m b e r o f d e d i c a t e d p r i s o n e r - a d v o c a t e s .

Iwas starving for knowladge, becaea avoracious raadar
I w r o t e l e t t e r s , s t fl r l e s a n d

I e v e n b e g a n t o k e e p a

volunteer activists who operate on shoestring budgets.

On its face, the CCPOA is simply aunion looking out for
H o w e v e r , t h e i r s u c c e s s e s

and deve loped In to awr i t e r.

a r t i c l es to the po in t o f exhaus t i on .

Idid the things Iwould never do back In ey
t h e I n t e r e s t s o f t h e i r c o n s t i t u e n t s ,

h a v e c r e a t e d a p o w e r - v a c u u m .

Corrections is an industry lavishly rewarded for a

generat ion of miserable recidivism rates,
controversies. They have been allowed to expand and grow despite

j o u r n a l .

I t r u l y wen t t h rough ane tano rphos l s .n e i g h b o r h o o d .

Serving as unknowing role nodals were ey fellow convicts.
The vast majority of those who populate acorrectional facility

s c a n d a l s , a n d

are textbook examples of what not to be. few prison populations
I u s e d t h e i r f a i l u r e s .

The contemporary criminal justice Ideology of punishment

rehab i l i ta t ion re l ieves pr ison admin is t ra to rs f rom the

able to escape the clutches of the downward spiral,
those unfortunate Individuals who could not find the wherewithal

to break away free themselves —as ’constant ranlndera.
B e h a v i o r s y n e f a r i o u s

o v e r

burden of being required to manage in aresults-oriented
T h i s h a s a l l o w e d t h e p r i s o n s y s t e m t o c o n c e n t r a t e

I e m b r a c e d a r e v e r s e I d e o l o g y ,

const i tuents considered noraat lve, Ichose to label taboo and

Smoking cigarettes, doing drugs and getting tattoos
a t m o s p h e r e ,

i t s r e s o u r c e s o n t h e i r g u a r d s , a s o p p o s e d t o t h e I n m a t e s .s h u n n e d .

became the ritaa of passage into the population of hopelessness.

These are the gateways which retard one's abi l i ty to Indentify
P r i s o n * a a n u g l y w o r d .

P o i n t s t o c o n s i d e r :

- F r o m 1 9 B 4 t o 1 9 9 4 , t w e n t y - o n e s t a t e p r i s o n s w e r e b u i l t

a n d o n l y o n e s t a t e u n i v e r s i t y.

-College fees are raised every year and education budgets

f o r s t u d e n t s K - 1 2 a l w a y s g e t h i t h a r d .

- P r i s o n g u a r d s a r e p a i d b e t t e r t h a n a l l s t a t e e d u c a t o r s .

t h e n e e d t o c h a n g e a n d g r o w.

Change is adifficult endeavor If one refuses to seek the
The answers to many of our problems are right In frontt r u t h .

T h e t r u t h I l e a I n t h e a y e s o f t h a t t r i c k y d e v i l

H o o n e r e a l l y

o f o u r f a c e s .

staring back at you whan you look In the mirror,

k n o w s y o u l i k e y o u d o .

I f o n e w a n t s t o e n j o y a d e c a n t l i f e

t h e i n s i d e o r t h e o u t s i d e — t h e n o n e h a s t o b e w i l l i n g t o w o r k

F o r t h o s e o f u s w h o h a v e a l r e a d y m a d e m u l t i p l e m i s t a k e s

i n c l u d i n g t e n u r e d C S U p r o f e s s o r s .

- P r i s o n v o c a t i o n a l c l a s s e s w e r e v i r t u a l l y e l i m i n a t e d w h e n

I t w a s d e t e r m i n e d t h a t

w h e t h e r I t b e o n

t h e C D C h a d t o l a y - o f f w o r k e r s ,

c o r r e c t i o n a l e d u c a t o r s — C D C e m p l o y e e s w h o a c t u a l l y p r o v i d e
h a r d .

I n l i f e , w e h a v e t o w o r k h a r d e r t h a n e v e r y o n e e l s e . I t I s

t h r o u g h r e p e t i t i o n t h a t t h e r i g o r s o f d o i n g t h e r i g h t t h i n g
a m e a n i n g f u l s e r v i c e — n o t g u a r d s , w e r e e x p e n d a b l e .

- T h e C C P O A n e g o t i a t e d a 3 4 p e r c e n t p a y r a i s e i n 2 0 0 2 w h e n

t h e s t a t e w a s i n t h e m i d d l e o f a fi s c a l c r i s i s .
b e c o m e e a s i e r o v e r t i m e . T h a t I s , I f o n e w a n t s t o c o m a b a c k

f r o m t h e d e a d .



Z 3Saying good bye to yourself, as painful as that may be,
The joys of relnventlon are what

T h e s e a x e t h e s a e a d o o r s c l o s e d

Z - l a t h e s w e e t e s t o f f a r e w e l l s ,

open the doors to opportunity,

for those who have been unable to make that break on their own.

E u g e n e D e y P - 3 7 B 6 4
1 . 5 - 2 2 1
P . O . B o x 2 2 1 0
S u s a n v i l l e , C A 9 6 1 2 7

Fai lure is aseurad by abelow-evarage work-ethic. H e

continue to invest in corrupt and self-destructive behavior

that has not served us well. These are the hells through which
journeys into the heart of recldlvlstlc darkness.

I t s e e m e d a s i f
"THE CAT.IE09NIA PPISONCPAT AND NOTHING MOPE TO GIVE'

By Eugene Alexander Dey

w e p a s s o n o u r

A l l o f w h i c h c a m e t o m e i n a n e p i p h a n y.

Ilearned as nnich overnight, in soma god-awful prison cell.
I l o o k e d a r o u n d a t t h e m e a g e r r e s o u r c e sat my lowest moment ,

offered by the prison and took full advantage of them "all"
Governor Schwarzenegger campaigned on the platform of

c o n d u c t e d i n C a l i f o r n i a . D u e t o
c l e a n i n g u p h o w p o l i t i c s a r e

budget deficit of $14 billion, no state agency
to escape across-the-board cut-backs,

h a s a n u n h o l y a d v a n t a g e o v e r

I r e a l i z e din amanic amalgam of guilt-ridden overcompensation.

My fa i lu res eot lvated aw. Noth ing
w i l l b e a b l e

a t h a t I c o u l d d o a n y t h i n g .
H o w e v e r , c o r r e c t i o n s I learned walk ing on water is not Impossiblec o u l d s t o p m o .

if one has to get somewhere real bad —and Inaan no disrespect.al l other segments of state

That is one of the keys for those of os of al ike-mind.gove rnmen t .

T h e California Department of Corrections (CDC) is an
w i t h a < 5 . 3

admin is t ra t ion has offered

Investing in what la right and walking forever away from what
I f o n e w a n t s i t b a dT h a t i s w h a t m u s t b e d o n a .unmanageable conglomerate of 32 state prisons.

T h e S c h w a r z e n e g g e r

i s w r o n g ,

enough, than one can make it happen.

An Dpwardly Mobile Assimilation

For all my hard-work and determination, Itruly left prison
T h i s w a s 1 9 9 4 a n d I w a s t w e n t y - e i g h t y e a r s o l d .

Iwas co l lage educated and arecent ly publ ished wr i ter,

abody chiseled from haart-poundlng workouts.

b i l l i o n b u d g e t ,

number of cost-cutting ideas —from releasing Inmates early.a

revamping the parole system, and closing down prisons,
schools-of-thought on the issue o n a r o l l .

T h e r e a r e t w o o p p o s i n g

of drugs, crime, and public safety in California.
I h a d

I h a d a fi s t

On one side are the bipartisan proponents of the drug war

They are dogmatic in their support
f u l l o f d r e a m s , a f u l l - o n g a m e - p l a n , a n d n o t a l o t s l s a .

I d i d n ' t n e e d a n y t h i n g m i s s .

Idevslopsd in prison, along with my short-, msdium, and

long-term goals, and applied them to the world beyond the wall.

A s s o o n a s I g o t o u t , I p u t i n t o a c t i o n y e a r s o f p l a n n i n g .

I n a d d i t i o n t o m a k i n g h u g e s a c r i fi c e s t o s t a r t a c o n s t r u c t i o n

c o m p a n y , I s i m u l t a n e o u s l y w e n t t o c o l l e g a f u l l - t i m e a s w a l l .

T h i s w a s n ' t m e l e a v i n g p r i s o n i n t o t h e a r m s o f o p p o r t u n i t y .

T h i s w a s m y i m p l e m e n t i n g a s t e p - b y - s t e p p l a n f o r m u l a t e d y e a r s

B u t

a n d p r i s o n i n d u s t r i a l i s m ,

for a l l manners of unforgiv ing cr iminal just ice precepts, no
I t o o k m y t a s k m a s t e r w o r k - e t h i c

m a t t e r h o w i l l - c o n c e i v e d o r i n e f f e c t i v e .

These advocates of heavy-handed punishments are well-funded
and lead by the Cali fornia Correctional Peace Officers
Association (CCPOA). They are brilliant in their tactics by

investing in candidates on both sides of the political spectrum.
With their annual $20 million war cheat, they have no equal.

b e f o r e .



S I X
K l l o n - t r a d i t l o i i » l -

I n a d d i t i o nNot al l stor laa hava ahappy andlng, though.
Yo u s a s , w i t h B ybalng many things, I'm far froB parfact.

lagandary uork-athlc and all that Iworkad so hard to achleva,
Iralpasad. In all my aalf-lmposed

t o

I w a s s t i l l a d r u g a d d i c t .

In hindsight, Ididn't raal lyreg lmants o f goa l - *or lan ta t lon ,

look long anough at mysalf.

I w a n a f u n c t i o n i n g a d d i c t ,

that In all It takas ~throe strlkas and you ara out. E S S A Y SIn Cali fornia, for soBa of

u s ,

That Is exactly what happened to me, 1got ntruck-out.
aooupla hundred dollars worth of drugs, Ireceived alife

F o r

By California Three Strikes e n t e n c e .

I h a v e t o l i v e w i t h r a y

a n d t h a t I s w h a t I d o —

I t r u l y a r a a

NonethelasB, that Is my problem,

m i s t a k e s f o r t h e r e s t o f m y l i f e .

I l i v e . I r e f u s e t o d i e . I r e f u s e t o q u i t .

Drug War Prisonerspends each day writing, studying, exercising
I t l a m y d u t y a s a

t a s k m a s t e r w h o

— a n d p r a c t i c i n g l a w w i t h o u t a l i c e n s e ,

sold ier In the drug war to fight the good fight .

If you ara getting out next year. In ten years, or never
For soma o f us , change I s t hea t a l l , I t s h o u l d n ' t m a t t e r ,

break with apast that has served as the basis forn e c e s s a r y

Taka my story and go one step further,

kre you willing to raake that braak and refuse to be among
the walking dead? Don't show me ... show yourself.

I n n u m e r a b l e s o r r o w s .

E U G E N E
D E Y

EUGENE ALEXANDER DEY is an nonviolent drug offender serving
athree strikes life sentence at the state prison In Susanville.
He 1s also aSacramento native, afreelance writer,	 ®
student at CSUS who majored In Sociology with aconcentration

C u r r e n t l y h e r e p r e s e n t s h i m s e l f I n p r oI n c r i m e a n d d e v i a n c e .
)is he challenges his conviction and sentence.
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